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Entertaining Hiftories, 


L The ungrateful Son; and dut * 
. Grandſon. 

HERE is nothing, in reality, wheres: 

people are fo very wrong as in the 

education of children, though there is no- 

thing in which they ought to be more ab- 

ſolutely certain of being right: If we ſeri- 


ouſly refle& upon the cuſtomary method in 


which children are brought up, we muſt 
almoſt imagine, that the generality of pa- 
rents inculcate principles of religion and 
virtue into their offspring, for the mere 
ſatisfaction of bringing both religion and 
virtue into contempt; and paint the . 
cepts of morality in the moſt engaging co. 
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6 © ENTERTAINING HISTORIES, 
much theſe precepts "are. to be deſpiſed.” 
The better to illuſtrate theſe remarks, let 
us attend to the following affecting ſtory. 

A worthy old gentleman, who had by 
an inflexible induſtry acquired a large for- 
tune, with great reputation, at length de- 
clining buſineſs, devoted his ſole attention 
to the ſettlement of an only ſon, of whom 
he was uncommonly fond; In. a little 
time he married him to a woman of fami- 
1y, and judging of his ſon's affection by his 
| own,” made over every ſhilling he was 
worth, to the young gentleman, defiring 
nothing more than to be witneſs of his 
happineſs in the ſame houſe, and depend- - 
ing upon his gratitude for any curſory tri- 
fle he might want for the private uſe of his 


The ſon had not been married however 
above fix weeks, before he was under the 
ſole dominion of his wife, who prevailed 


upon him to treat tlie old gentleman 
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for young Mas rExs and Miss ZS. 7 
the moſt mortifying neglect. If he wants 


t ed the carriage for an airing, why truly; 1 
My Lady has engaged it: If he deſired to 
7 mix in à party of pleaſure, They were | 
— quite full: He was ſuffered to ſit whole - | 
7 evenings without being once ſpoken toz | 
at table he was obliged to call three or fou. 
1 times for a glaſs of wine or a bit of bread 5 
e and if he entered into a narrative of any 

8 tranſaction which occurred in his youth, 

s his obliging daughter-in-law immediately 

s broke in upon him, and politely introduce - 

x. ed a converſation upon ſomething elſe... | 
This unpardonable contempt was at laſt 

We carried to ſuch a degree, that his cough 
vas complained of as troubleſome, and 
under a pretence that his tobacco-box was 


inſupportable, he was ee to eat in 
his own room. 


> Pour or five- years paſſed on in this 
45 manner, which were rendered 2, little .tole- . 


v. If rable _ the birth of a grandſon, aA, moſt . 
engaging 


| 
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engaging boy, who, from the moment he 


was: capable of diſtinguiſhing, ſcemed to 
be very fond of the old gentleman, and, 


=— 


by an almoſt inſtinctive attachment, ap- 
peared, as if providentially deſigned to a- 
tone for the unnatural ingratitude of his 
father. He was now turned of four, When 


one day ſome perſons of faſhion dining at 


the houſe, the old gentleman; who knew 
wer of the company, e down in- 


Q 
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for (young MASTERS and MrssEs. 9: 
to the-back parlour to enquire for his lit · 
tle favourite, who had been for two whole 
hours out of his apartment. He had no 
ſooner opened the ddot, than his dutiful 
ſon, before a room full of people, aſked 
him, How he dared to break in upon him l: 
without leave ? and defired him to get in- 
ſtantly up about his buſineſs. The old in 


gentleman returned accordingly, and gave 
a very hearty freedom to his tears. 33 | 


Little Tommy, who could not bear to i 
hear his grandpapa chided at ſuch a rate, | 
followed him inſtantly; and obſerving how 
heartily he ſobbed, came roaring down 
to the parlour, and before the whole com 
pany, cried out, Papa has made poor 
grandpapa break his heart; he N 
his eyes out above ſtairs, The ſon, whis' 
was really-aſhamed of his conduct, eſpeci- 
ally as he ſaw no ſign of approbation in 
the faces of his friends, endeavoured to 
put an eaſy appearance on tlie affair, and 
brazen 
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brazen it out. Turving round therefore 
to the child, he deſired ' him to carry a 
blanket to grandpapa,-and bid him goand 


beg: Ay, but I will not give him all the 


blanket, returned the child: Why fo, my 
dear? ſays the father: Becauſe, anſwered 
he, 4 ſhall want half for you, when I grow 
up to be a man, and turn you out of doors. 
The child's reproof ſtung the father to 
the ſoul, and held up at once both * | 
ne 1 
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for young MasrERS and MisszSs. 1 
Ity and ingratitude of his conduct in 
heir proper colours: Nay, the wife ſeem- 
d affected, and wanted words. A good- 
atured tear dropped from more than one 
f the company, who ſeized the opportu- 
ity of condemning, in a very candid” 
anner, their behaviour to ſo affectionate 
father, and fo bountiful a friend; and, 
a ſhort, made them ſo heartily aſhamed of 
themſelves, that the old gentleman was 
mmediately ſent for by both, who, in the 
| preſence of all, moſt humbly intreated his 
forgiveneſs for every thing paſt, and pro- 
iſed the buſineſs of their lives ſhould be 
o oblige him in future. The poor old 
gentleman's joy threatened now to be much 
more fatal than his affliction a little before. 
He looked upon his ſon and daughter for 
ome time with a mute aſtoniſhment, mix- 
d with a tenderneſs impoſſible to be deſ- 
ribed, and then fixing his eyes upon the 


| | (company with a wildneſs of inconceivable | 


rapture 


12 ENTERTAINING HISTORIES, 


rapture, ſnatched up his little Tommy, who 
een him in a 8 e of tears. 


»E) vw — 
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II. Hiftory of two Friends. 


N a neat little country town there lived 
two friends. Mr. Bridgeman (who 
was the elder of the two) was almoſt as 
fambus as the ſpectator himſelf, for ſaying 
very little. Yes and no, were the words 
chiefly in uſe with him; for (like the 
Spe&ator too) he was very fond of mono- 
ſyllables. He lived in great peace and 
quietneſs with all his neighbours; and 
enjoyed his life with much eaſe, on an in- 
come that was rather a comfortable than 
a large one. His friend, Mr. Johnſon, 
| had been much richer ; but by being too 
apt to ſay ſevere things of other people, 
had made himſelf ſo many enemies, that 
what by quarrels and law-ſuits, and what 
12 having offended his patron, he was re- 
; duced 
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5 
duced to a very low ebb. One evening, 


as theſe two friends were ſitting by the 
fire-hde, which happened to them moſt e- 
venings; for Mr. Bridgeman did not love 
ved much company, and Mr. Johnſon had 
vho I quarrelled with and talked ill of all the 
t 4s people that he had formerly been acquaint- 
ed with; after the latter had been giving 
the characters of all the molt conſiderable 
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of them without a daſh (at leaſt) of his u 
ſual ſeverity : Prithee, Bridgeman, ſay 
he, though every body knows you are ſuch 
a profound mute, yet do not think that! 
will have all the taſk thus to myſelf,—It 
is but fair that you ſhould club ſomething 


to the converſation. Do you now in your 


turn, give a character or two of ſome o 
our neighbours ; for I am ſure I have 
treated you with above one hundred of 
them. | Bridgeman ſmoked on in a moſt 


profound filence. Pho! this is carrying 


your humour too far. Why, I had rath- 
er ſit by myſelf than with an abſolute dumb 
man. Bridgeman ſmoked on. Nay, dear 
Bridgeman, cried he, favour me at leaſt 
with one character. When Mr. Bridge- 


man had finiſhed his pipe, and beat the 
aſhes very leiſurely out of it, he launched 
forth into the following profuſion of words; 
(for 


for 


(for v 
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(for with him it was a great profuſion :) 
Good Mr. Johnſon, through the whole 


courſe of my life I have been a great in- 


ſpector of the manners of men; but as to 
Eciving any character, I muſt beg you will 


excuſe me. It is, and always has been my 
way, where. I cannot ſpeak well of any 
body, to ſay nothing at all, By this 


means I am called the mute. Be it ſo; 


ſince by the ſame means I continue well 
with every body; and, in ſpite of the 
badneſs of mankind, have nothing to com- 


plain of from any of them. You ſee | 


my way to all the eaſe aud happineſs Ien- 
joy. Do you follow my example ; and 
inſtead of all theſe jars, quarrels, and per- 


plexities that you are continually engaged 
in, you would find vourſelf as unmoleſted 


and as happy as I am, 


III. Hiftory 
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III. Hiſtory of a Turkiſh Priſana 
and bis kind Benefactor. 
AM at laſt arrived in Holland, ant 
have taken the firſt opportunity to giy 
yon a relation of the adventures that de 
tained me ſo long 1 in foreign countries. 
In my return from the Indies, I had 
ſome affairs with a Spaniſh merchant 
which while I was managing in one of th 
ſea- ports, there came a Spaniſh ſhip, th 


had taken a rich Turki/b prize, with ſeyer: 


Turks and Moors priſoners, whom he 0 
Icced for ſale as ſlaves. I never had an 
traffick of this kind from any view of in 
tereſt ; but from a motive of compaſho 
I had 8 liberty for many a miſera 
ble wretch, to whom I gave freedom tt. 
moment I had paid his ranſom. 

Among the captives newly taken the 
was one diſtinguiſhed by the richneſs e 
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his habit, and more by the gracefulneſs of 
his port. He drew all my attention; of 
which he appeared ſenſible, and ill direct - 
ang ed his looks to me: our ſouls ſeemed to 
vivg greet one another, as if their intunacy had 
de been of long ſtanding and commenced in 
I ſome pre-exiſtent period. There was 
had] ſomething in the air of this young ſtran- 
nt ger, ſeperiour to adverſity, and yet ſen- 
ſible of the preſent diſadvantage of his 
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fate; while I felt for him an emotion ſoft 
as the ties of nature, and could not but 
impute it to the ſecret impreſſion of ſome 
intelligent power, which was leading me 
to a height of generoſity beyond my own 
intention, and by an impulſe of virtue on 
my ſoul, directing it to the accompliſhment 
of ſome diſtant and unknown deſign of 
| providence, The heavenly inftigation 
came with a prevailing force, and I could 
not but obey its dictate. 


The price ſet upon this captive was ex- 
travagantly high, and ſuch as would be a 
vaſt diſadvantage to my preſent affairs to 
part with. However, I liſtened to the gen- 
tle moniter within, and paid the Corſair 
his full demand. 


As ſoon as I conduRted the youth to my 
lodgings, I told him he was from that 
moment free ; the price I had paid was 
for his friendſhip and liberty. 


Then 
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Then you have confined me by the moſt 


laſting engagements, replied the ſtranger, 


I might have broke through any other reſ- 


traint; but I am now your voluntary 
ſlave, and dare truſt you with a ſecret yet 
unknown to the Spaniard. My name 1s 
Orramel, the only ſon of a wealthy Baſſa 
in Conſtantinople; and you may demand 
what you will for my ranſom, 


You will ſoon be convinced, ſaid I, 


there was no mercenary intention in this 
action. The amity I have for you is noble 
and diſintereſted: It was kindled by a ce- 
leſtial ſpark, an emanation from the divine 
clemency, and terminates in nothing below 
your immortal happineſs. And were you 
inclined to examine thoſe ſacred truths 
which would lead you to great felicity, 
and to ſhare my fortune in a free and hap- 
py nation, the wealth of the Indies ſhould 
not buy you from my affections; but if it 

18 
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is your choice to return to the cuſtoms and 
religion of your country, you are abſolute- 
ly free, without attending to any terms for 
your releaſe, 

With a friendly, but dejected look, he 
told me, it was impoſſible for him to diſ- 
penſe with his filial obligations to an indul- 
gent parent; but he poſitively refuſed his 
freedom until he had given intelligence, 
and received an anſwer from his father; 
which he ſoon had, with orders to tell me 
I might make my own terms for his ſon's 
ranſom, I defired him to acquaint his 
father, I required nothing more than the 
liberty of all the chriſtian ſlaves he had in 
his poſſeſſions; hoping, by this diſintereſted 
conduct, to leave a conviction on the mind 
of my young friend in favour of Chriſt- 
ianity. He could perſuade me to receive 
nothing but a little preſent, and left me 


with ſome apparent concern. 
It 
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It was ſome months after he was gone 
before I could finiſh my negociations in 
Spain; but as ſoon as they were diſpatched I 
embarked for Holland. We had not been a 
week at ſea, before the ſhip was taken by 
a Turkiſh pirate, and all the men in it car- 
ried to Corflantimople to be ſold for ſlaves, 
My lot fell to a maſter, from whom I was 
like to find the moſt barbarous treatment: 
However, I was reſolved to endure my 
bondage, until I could give intelligence to 


my friends in England to procure my ran- 
ſom. I was fixed not to give Orramel an 


account of my diſtreſs, until I was in cir- 
cumſtances not to need his kindneſs, nor 
expect a retaliation of my own. | 


But heaven had kinder intentions by 
bringing me into this adverſity, nor left 
me long without redreſs. As I was talk- 
ing in a publick place to one of my fellow- 
faves Orramel came by. He paſted be- 
yond 
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vond me, but inſtantly returning, look ed 
on me with . attention, until ſome 
melting forrow drop ped from his eyes, 
when, making enquiry of ſome that were 
near, to whom [I belonged, and being in- 
formed, without ſpeaking a word to me, 
he flew to my new maſter, paid his demand 
far my ranſom, and immediately conduct 
ed me to his houſe, where he welcomed me 
with the warmeſt marks of affection. He 


ſpoke, 
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ſpoke, he pauſed, and was in the greatelt 
perplexity to find language ſuitable to the 
ſentiments of his ſoul. 


My brother! ſaid he, my friend or, 
if there are any more ſacred ties in nature 
or virtue, let me call you by ſome gentler 
appellation! we are now united by the 
bands of celeſtial amity, one in the ſame 
holy faith, and hope of a glorious immor- 
tality. - Your charity reſcued me ſrom a 
worle than the Spauiſb flavery,from the hon- 
dage of vice and ſuperſtition ! Your con- 
duet baniſhed my prejudices to the Chriſt 
ian name, and made way for the entrance 
of thoſe heavenly truths, to which I now 
aſlent. But this is a ſecret even to my 
own domeſticks ; and whether fuch-a cau- 
tion is eriminal I am not yet able to deter- 
mine. | 

With what rapture, what attention, did 
I lifen to this language! I blefied the ac- 

cents 


24 
cents that told me my friend, my Orramel, 
had embraced the Chriſtian faith. An an- 
gel's ſong would have been leſs m-lodious. 
I looked upward, and with a gratefal ele- 
vation of mind, gave the glory to the ſu- 
preme Diſpoſer of all human events. The 
inſtinct was from above, that firſt raoved 
me to ra\ſom this young captive; thence 
was the ſpring of my compaſſion: It 
would be vanity, it would be the moſt cri- 
manal arrogance, not to aſcribe this action 
to the aſſiſting Deity. 
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The illuſtrious Ocramel made it his fu- 
dy, to evince his affection: He told me, 
his father died ſince we par ted in Spain ; 
and that he had left three daughters that 
he had by ſeveral wives. 
the choice of his fitters if I had any 
thoughts of marriage, and promiſed 2 dow- 

| ry with ner to my content. One of them, 
he ſaid, was privately bred a Chriſtian by 


hey 


He offere:! me | 
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her mother, a beautiful woman of Arme- 
nia. I was pleaſed with the propoſal, 
and impatient to ſee my fair miſtreſs. In 
the mean time he mace me a preſent of ſev- 
eral rich habits, and two negroes to attend 
me.” 

The next day he conducted me to a fair 
ſummer-houſe, whither he ſent for his ſiſ- 
ters; who were all ſo very handſome, that 


ſſ I ul 


p B's 4 7775 Re 
1+ = : 


| 4 . ii 


26 ENTERTAINING HSTOR1ES, 


I was diſtreſſed with my own liberty, nor 
knew where to chuſe, had not a principle 
of piety directed me to the young Armen 
ian; who was not ſuperiovr to the reſt, but 
there was a decorum in her behaviour 
which the others wanted. She hath more 
of the politeneſs and modeſty of Effropean 
women, to whom you know I was always 
partial, My choice was fixed'; and the 
more I converſed with m miſtreſs, the 
more reaſon I had to approve it. We 
were privately married by a Britiſb envoy. 
My generous friend gave her a fortune 
which abundantly repaired all my loſtes, 
and, after a proſperous voyage, I am ſafe- 
ly landed in Holland, 


I have ſent you this relation as a memo- 
rial of my gratitude to Heaven, whoſe 
clemency has returned me more than mea- 
fare for mgafure, and largely reconipenſed 
that gy it firſt inſpired. 


1 Hiſtory 


* 
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IV. Hiftory of the Duke of Mon- 
tague and an Engliſh Captain. 
OON after the concluſion of the laſt 

peace, the Duke of Montague had ob- 
ſerved} that a middle aged man, in ſome- 
thing like a military dreſs, of which the 
lace was much tarniſhed, and the cloth 
worn thread - bear, appeared at a certain 
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hour in St. James's park, walking to and 
fro in the mall, with a kind of mournful 
ſolemnity, or ruminating by himſelf on 
one of the benches, without taking no- 
tice of the gay croud which ſurrounded 
him. 

This man the Duke fingled ont, as like- 
ly to be a fit object to exerciſe his human. 
ity on. He began, therefore, by making 
ſome enquiry concerning him, and ſoon 
learned that he was an unfortunate gentle. 
man, who, having laid out his whole ſtock 
in the purchaſe of a commiſſion, had he. 
haved, with great bravery in the hopes of 
preferment; but upon the concluſion of 
tae peace, had been reduced fo ſtarve on 
half-pay ; he alſo learned on further en- 
quiry, that the Captain, having a wife and 
ſeveral children, had been reduced to the 
neceſſity of ſending them dawn into York- 
Hire, Whither he conſtantly remitted one 
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moiety of his half-pay, which would not 
ſubſiſt them near London: Theſe particu- 
Jars pleaſed the Duke, and he immediately 
ſet ahout his operation. 


After ſome time, when every thing had 
been prepared, he watched an opportunity, 
when the Captain was ſitting alone buried 
in thought, to ſend his ſervant to him, 
with his compliments, and an invitation to 
dinner the next day. He returned thanks 
for the honour intended him, and promi- 
ſed to wait upon his Graceat the time ap- 
pointed, when the Duke received him with 
particular marks, of civility. Word was 
preſently brought that dinner was ſerved 
up ; but the Captain 8 wonder was great 
to ſee his wife and children at the table. 
The Duke had begun by ſending for. them 
out of Yorkſhire, and had as much, if not 
more, aſtoniſhed the lady than he had done 
her huſband, to whom he took care ſhe 

| ſhould 
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ſhould have no opportunity to ſend a let- 
ter. 

It is much more eaſy to conceive than 
to deſcribe a meeting ſo ſudden, unexpect- 
ed and extraordinary; ſuffice it to ay, 
that it afforded the Duke the higheſt en- 
tertainment, who at length, with much 
difficulty, quietly ſeated them at table, and 
perſuaded them to fall too, without think- 
ing either of yeſterday or to-morrow. Soon 
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after dinner was over, word was brought 
to the Duke, that his lawyer attended a- 
bout ſome buſineſs by his Grace's order, 
The Duke, willing to have a ſhort truce 
with the various enquiries of the Captain 
about his family, ordered the lawyer to 
be introduced, who pulling out a deed 
that the Duke was to ſign, was deſired to 
read it, with an apology to the company 
for the interruption : The lawyer began to 
read, when to complete the adventure, 
and the confuſion and aſtoniſhment of the 
poor Captain and his wife, the deed ap- 
peared to be a ſettlement made upon them 
of a genteel ſufficiency for life ; the Duke 
then figned, ſealed, and delivered it into 
the Captain's hands, deſiring him to ac- 
cept it without compliments, For, ſays he, 
I am certain, I could not have employed 


my money or my time more to my ſatiſ- 
faction in any other way, The Captain 


and his family left the Duke with prayers 
for 
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for his poſterity, whilſt he himſelf had the 
ſatisfaction of ſaying he had relieved th; 
diſtreſſed. 


* 


V. Hiſtory of Ebouli Sina and « 


poor Woman. 


BOULI SINA, a fage dervice, had 
paſſed the night in the houſe of 2 
poor woman, who had exerciſed all the 
duties of hoſpitality towards him, he was 
touched with the unfortunate condition to 


which ſhe was reduced, and reſolving t N 
ſuccour her in her misfortunes, he looſen- War 
ed a ftone from out of the wall of the dra. 
houſe, and pronounced ſome words overſiſWHt2« 
it, placed it again where it was before, and v7 
pierced it with a little pipe, at the end off Mar 
which he put a cock, then ſaid to the wo- 


man as he returned her his thanks, and 
bid her adieu, 


umle 


ee 
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My good mcther, whenever you are in 
want of neceſſaries turn this cock, and 
draw out as much wine 25s you pleaſe ; 
take the quantity that is neceſſary for your 
own uſe, and carry the remainder to the 
market. Be afared that the ſource will 
never fail; all I exact of you is, not to 
1mlooſe the ſtone, nor to look at what I 


We put behind it. The good woman. 


* promiſed 
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promiſed ſhe would not, and during ſom? 


time obſerved what the holy man had re- os 
commended to her. She gathered rich- 3 
es, affluence, and plenty ſoon rained in her * 
little family, at length curioſity became ſo Him 
ſtrong within her that ſhe ſubmitted to its ple 
dictates, ſne diſplaced the ſtone, and found ine 
nothing behind it but one ſingle grape; wa 
ſhe then replaced it in the ſame order ſhe Der 
found it, but the wine ran no more: Thus Ab, 
was ſhe, by ſatisfying her idle curioſi-· ¶ itud 
ty, puniſhed by the ſame want ſhe before wh 
experienced. itud 
VI. Ingratitude and Auarice puniſhed. x 

DERVISE, venerable by his age, cont 

fell ill in the houſe of a widow, who ſelve 
lived in extreme poverty in the ſuburbs of aid 
Bara. He was fo touched with theliff of © 
care and zcal with which ſhe had aſſiſt- I light 
ed him, that at his departure he faid tea pe 


her, 
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her, I have remarked that you have where- 
with to ſubſiſt upon alone, but that you 
have not enough to ſhare it with your only 
fon, the young Abdalla, if you will truſt 
him to my care, I will do all that is poſſi- 
ble to acknowledge in his perſon the obli- 
gations I have to you. The good woman 
received his propoſal with joy, and the 
Derviſe departed with the young man. 
Abdalla a hundred times teſtified his grat- 
itude to him, but the old man always ſaid 
to him, My fon, it is by actious that grat- 
itude is proved: I ſhall ſee at a proper 
time and place whether you are ſo grateful 
as you proteſs to be. One day as they 
continued their travels, they found them- 
ſelves in a ſolitary place, and the Derviſe 
ſaid to Abdalla, We are now at the end 
of our journey. The Derviſe ſtriking a 


light, made a ſmall fire, into which he caſt 


a perfame, he then prayed for ſome mo- 


ments, 
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ments, after which the earth opened, and 
the Derviſe ſaid to him, Thou mayeſt now 
enter, my dear Abdalla; remember it is in 
thy power to do me a great ſervice, and 
that this perhaps is the only opportunity 
thou cank ever have of teſtifying to me 
thou art not ungrateful. Do not be daz- 
zled by what thou wilt find there, think 
only of ſeizing upon an iron candleſtick 
with twelve branches, which thou wilt 
find cloſe to a door, that is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to me. Come up immediately, 
and bring it me. Abdalla promiſed every 
thing, and deſcended boldly into the vault; 
but forgetting what had been ſo expreſly 
commanded him, whilſt he was filling his 
veſt and his boſom with the gold and jew- 
els which this vault incloſed in prodigious 
heaps, the opening by which he entered 
cloſed of itſeit ; he had, however, preſence 
ef mind enough to ſeize on the iron can- 

| dieftick ; 
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dleftick : He ſearched many ways to get 
out, at length, after much pain and inqur-- 
etude, he was fortunate enough to find a 
narrow paſſage, which led him out of his ob- 
ſcure cave, though it was not until he had 
followed it a conſiderable way that he per- 
ceived a ſmall opening, covered with bri- 
ars and thorns, through which he came 
out, | 


He 
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He looked on all ſides to ſee if he could 
perceive the Derviſe, but not ſeeing him, 
nor remembering any of the places through 
which they had paſſed, he went-on as for- 
tune directed him, and was extremely aſ- 
toniſhed to find himſelf before the door of 
his mother's houſe. She immediately en- 
quired after the holy Derviſe, Abdalla 
teld her frankly the danger he had run to 
ſatisfy his unreaſonable deſires, he after- 
wards ſhewed her the riches z while they 
contemplated on theſe treaſures with avid- 
ity, and, dazzled with their luſtre, formed 
a thouſand projects in conſequence of them, 
they all vaniſhed away before their eyes. 
It was then that Abdalla fincerely re- 
proached himſelf with his ingratitude and 
diſobedience, as he did thus, he placed the 
candleſtick in the midſt of the room. 
When night was come, without reflecting, 
he placed a light in it, immediately they 

fy 
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ſaw a Derviſe appear, who turned round 
tor an hour and diſappeared, after having 
thrown them an aſpre, or ſmall Turkifb 
coin. Abdalla, who meditating all the 
day upon what he had ſeen the night be- 
fore, was willing to know what would 
happen the next night if he put a candle in 
each of the branches: He did ſo, and 
twelve Derviſes appeared ; they turned 
round alſo for an hour, and each of them 
threw an aſpre. He conſtantly every night 
repeated the ſame ceremony, which had al- 
ways the ſame ſucceſs, This trifling ſum 
was enough to make him and his mother 
ſubſiſt tolerably ; but they thinking it 


but a ſmall advantage they drew from the 


candleſtick, he reſolved to carry it back 
to the Derviſe, in hopes that he might ob- 
tain of him the treaſure he had ſeen, or at 


leaſt what had vaniſhed from his fight, by 
reſtoring 
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reſtoring him a thing for which he had teſ- 


fied ſo ardent a deſire. He was ſo fortu- 


nate as to remember his name, and that of 


the city where he dwelt. He took leave 


of his mother, and departed immediately 
with the candleſtick, which furniſhed him 
with neceſſaries on the road. When he ar- 
rived at Magrabi, his firſt care was to en- 
quire in what houſe the Derviſe dwelt. 
He got intelligence, and repaired thither 
immediately, and found fifty porters who 
kept the gates of his palace, each having a 
ſtaff, with a head of gold in their hands ; 
the palace was filled with flaves and do- 
meſticks; in fine, the court of a prince 
could not expoſe to view greater magnifi- 
cence, Abdalla then enquired for the 
Derviſe ; he was ſoon conducted to an a- 
grecable pavilion where the Derviſe was 
ſeated. Thou art but an ungrateful 
wretch, faid he to him, if thou hadft 
known 
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known the true uſe of this candleſtick ner 
er wouldeſt thou have brought it me. I 
will make thee ſenſible of its true virtue. 


1 
wy Immediately he placed a light in each of 
he its branches, and when the twelve Derviſes 


had turned for ſome time, he gave each of 
them a blow with a cane, and in a mo- 
ment they were converted into twelve large 
heaps of diamonds and other precious 
7 ſtones, 
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ſtones. This, ſaid he, is the proper uſe 
to be made of this miraculous candleſtick; 
but to prove to thee that curioſity w the 
only occaſion of my ſearch for it; here 
are the keys of my magazine, tell if the in- 
ſatiable miſer would not be ſatisfied with 
them. Abdalla obeyed him, and exami- 
ned twelve magazines, which were ſo full 
of all manner of riches, that he could not 
_ diftinguiſh what merited his admiration 
"moſt; regret of having reſtored the candle- 
ſtick and not finding the uſe of it, pierced 
the heart of Abdalla ; the Derviſe ſeemed 
not to perceive it, but on the contrary load- 
ed him with careſſes. When the eve of 
the day which he had fixed for his depar- 
ture was come, the Derviſe ſaid to him, 
Abdalla, I owe thee a mark of my grati- 
tude for taking ſo long a journey with a 
view of bringing me the thing I deſired ; 
mou mayeſt depart, thou ſhalt find to- mor- 
row, 
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row, at the gates of my palace, one of my 
horſes to carry thee: I make thee a preſent 
of it, as well as of a ſlave, who ſhall con- 
duct to thy houſe two camels loaded with 
gold and jewels; + Abdalla ſaid to him all 
that a heart ſenſible to avarice could ex- 
preſs, when its paſſion was ſatisfied, and 
went to lay down until the morning arrĩiv- 
ed, which was the time fixed for his depar- 
ture. During the night he was till agi- 
tated, without being able to think on any 
thing elſe but the candleſtick, and what it 
produced : He determined at length to 
ſeize on the candleſtick, which was not 
difficult, the Derviſe having truſted him 
with the keys of the magazines; he knew 
where the candleſtick was placed ; he took 
it and hid it at the bottom of one of the 
ſacks, which he filled with pieces of gold, 
and other riches he was allowed to take, 

and 
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and loaded it as well as the reſt upon his 
camels, and after returning the Derviſe 
his keys, departed with his horſe, his ſlave 
and two camels, 2 


; When he had gone ſome days journey 
1 he ſold his ſlave, reſolving not to have a 
| witneſs of his former poverty, nor of the 
ſource of his preſent riches; he bought 
| another, and arrived without any other ob- 
| ſtacle 
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tacle at his mother's. His firſt care was 
to place the loads of the camels and the 
candleſtick in the moſt private room in the 
houſe, and in his impatience to feed his 
eyes with his great opulence, he placed 
lights immediately in the candleſtick, the 
twelve Derviſes appearing, he gave each 
of them a blow with all his might; but 
he had not remarked, that the Derviſe 
when he ſtruck them had the cane in his 
left hand : Abdalla, by a natural motion, 
made uſe of his right, and the Derviſes, 
inſtead of becoming heaps of riches, im- 
mediately drew from beneath their robes, 
each a formidable club, with which they 
ſtruck him ſo hard, and fo often, that they 
left him almoſt dead, and diſappeared, car « 
rying with them all his treaſure, the cam» 


s, the horſe, the ſlave, and the candle- 
ticks 


VII. Virtue 
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_ enviers, who ſpared no endeavours to ruin 
him. But the King; who was not a prince 


— — Urans 


VII. Virtue rewarded. 


OGALTIMUR-CAN, King 

of Tartary, was one day told he had 
a man in his dominions, who was ſuch an 
utter enemy to a lie, that he always ſpoke 
truth. He, deſiroug A having him near 
him, beſtowed upon him the charge of 
Maſter of the Horſe, A. courtier of ſuch 
a new character could not fail of having 


that would ſuffer himſelf to be prejudiced, I ſee f 
would judge of things himſelf, tried his fore 
maſter of the horſe, on ſeveral occaſions, ¶ She 
and always found him ſo frank and fin- [ſel 


cere, that he beſtowed on him the firname 
of Sadyq, or True. 


Of all Sadyq's enemies, none was ſo 
ſtrongly bent on his ruin, as the Viſier 
Tangrebride * 
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Tangrebride : There was no contrivance 
which he had net made uſe of to render 
him odious to the King, and not being a- 
ble to accompliſh his end, thus expreſſed 
his chagrin to his daughter: How unhap- 
py am I, not to be able to ruin this man, 
who 1s ſcarcely ſettled at court. Sadyq 
triumphs over all my attempts to ruin his 
fortune. HoſchehdWs his daughter, who 
was not leſs malicious than the Viſier, in- 
ſtead of perſuading him to give up the 
point, - promiſed to aſſiſt him, provided he 


ſee fit, and promiſed to make him lie be- 
fore the King ; all which he agreed to : 
She then immediately made herſelf ready, 
dreſſed herſelf in her richeſt jewels, and did 
not forget one thing which could con- 
tribute to her beauty, and make her appear 
lovely in the eyes of Sadyq. Thus drefled 
ſhe went out attended by her ſlaves, who 
guarded 


would give her leave to act as ſhe ſhould | 


43 ENTERTAINING His TORIES, 


guarded her to the houſe of the maſter o 
the horſe, and when ſhe came thither, diſ- 
miſſed the ſlaves, and knocked at the door, 
which being opened, ſhe deſired to fpeak 
with Sadyq, on a matter of great impor- 
tance ; ſhe was invited to come in, and 
being led into his apartment, found him 
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ſitting on a ſoffa: After ſalutation the ap- 
proached him, liſted up the veil which cov 
| ecc d 
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ered her face, and ſeated herſelf on the 
ſame ſofa, without ſpeaking a word. Sa- 
dyq,who had never before heheld ſuch beau- 
peak ty, was ſenſibly touched, which thelady who 
por -· came there for no other reaſon, which ſhe 
andi perceiving, broke ſilence: Oh, Sadyq ! 
him do. not be ſurprized to fee a lady, Who is 
_— illing to entertain a friendſhip for you; 
but you muſt firſt grant me a favour, 
Charming maid, ſaid Sady Þ tranſport ed 
with tender nets, you need only command 
your ſlave, and your will mall terulflled. 
II long, Lys aul ſome horſe] 
wherefore you muſt immediately Kill Me 
beſt and the fatteſt horſe" in. the Sultap' 8 
ſtable, the heart of which we will order to 
1 1 roaſted. Aſk rather my life, aid he, 
Aland I will give it, but I muſt have A par- 
ticular regard to whatever belongs to my 
aſter, No returned Hoſchendan, I long 


e ap- 
CO Y 


for a bit of the King's horſes; it is a 
eccd E whimſical 
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whimſical fancy, but it muſt, if you have 
any regard for me, be gratified. If I fet 
ſhould be ſo weak as to yield to your en yo 
treaties, the Sultan will not fail to punil! 
me. You have nothing to fear, ſays ſhe] x 
if the Sultan ſhould aſk you what is beſ pre 
come of the horſe, you may ſay, finding] hir 
him ſick, and paſt all hopes of recovery he 
you killed him, leſt his diſeaſe ſhould in pe 
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If I fect others. He will believe you upon 
ir en] your word, and commend your prudence, 


puni'y With theſe perſuaſions, and her tears, 
s ſhe which reached Sandyq's ſoul, ſhe at laſt 
is be brought him to conſent: He then went 
indinſ himſelf into the ſtable, and killed the horſe; 
over he took out the heart, which he cauſed to 
ald in be roaſted, and they both ſupped together; 
after which ſhe returned home to her fa- 
ther, who waited the event. In the morn. 
ing the Viſier roſe, went to the palace, and 
told the Sultan the adventure, concealing 
N the lady's name, and that it was to ſerve 
Beg 4 his hatred ſhe had ventured to try the in- 
1 tegrity of the maſter of the Horſe. 
ES Whilſt the Viſier was relating this ſtory 
Wy to the Sultan, with all the malice of a 
== courtier bent on the deſtruction of his ene- 


my, Sadyq returned to himſelf, and made 
{any bitter reflections on his laſt night's 
miſconduct, 


= — — 1 ———— , . —¹·—ꝛ»1 ˙w.w·...ꝛꝛʃ mʃ —_⅛'ͤd . Ä 


** FxrTTRTAIxIxe HIS Ton IES, 
miſconduct. Alas ! (aid he, what ſhall T 
ſay to the Sultan when he aſks me for his 
horſe ? I that have hitherto made it a law 
to myſelf to ſpeak the truth, if I tell a lie, 
ſhall T not be puniſhed with death ? ſhall 
I borrow the aſſiſtance of a lie? that would 
be to add a new crime to what I have al. 
ready committed; on the other fide, if I 
honeſtly confeſs it, my ſincerity will coſt 
me my life; whether I lie or ſpeak the 
truth I am equally ſure to Joſe my life. 
While he was thus plunged in melancho- 
ly thoughts, 2 meſſenger came from the 
Sultan, to tell him the Sultan called for 
him. He obeyed his order, and came in- 
to his preſence, where he found his enemy 
the Viſier. Sadyq, ſaid the Sultan, 1 
would hunt to-day, go ſaddle my fine 
black horſe. The words ſtruck poor San- 
dyq with a deadly fear, who, in great con · I to « 
"Fuſion, anſwered, Sir, a misfortune has my 
| | happene 
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happened to your ſervant laſt night : As, 
I was ſitting in my chamber, a veiled la- 
dy entered, ſhe diſcovered herſelf, and prof- 
fered me her friendſhip, provided I would. 
give her the heart of the black. horſe: 
Charmed with her beauty, 1 reluctantly 
complied; 1 confeſs my crime; I come 


to offer up myſelf to thy mercy : There is 
my ſabre, and here is my head, which I 
would 
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would ſooner loſe by telling the truth, than 
ſave by a falſehood. The Sultan turning 
to the Viſier aſked his advice, and what 
ſort of treatroent he thought proper for Sa- 
dyq. Sir, anſwered he, tranſported with 
the opportunity, I am of opinion, that 
he ought to be burnt by a flow fire, 
for preſuming to kill a horſe you ſo high- 
Jy valued to ſatisfy his pleaſure. Tam 
not of your opinion, replied the Sultan— 
then, addreſſing himſelf to Sadyq, he ſaid, 
Jam charmed with you fincerity, and ex- 
cuſe your weakneſs : I pardon then the 
death of my black horſe, and am fo well 
pleaſed with your telling me the truth on 
this occaſion, that I order a robe of hon- 
our to be brought for you immediately. 
When the Viſier ſaw, that inſtead of pun- 
iſhing the maſter of the horſe he was re- 


warded, he grew ſo extremely melancholy 


that 
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that he fell ſick, and ſoon after died, and 
the fortunate Sadyq was choſen to ſupply 
his place. . 


VIII. Hiftory of Almerine and She- 
limah. 

MARAD DIN, a principal noble- 
O man in the court of Soliman, Em- 
perour of the Eaſt, had two daughters, 
Almerine and Shelimah. At the birth of 
Almerine the fairy Elfarina had preſided 
and in compliance with the importunate 
requeſts of the parents, had endowed her 
with every natural excellence, both of bo- 
dy and mind, and decreed, that ſhe ſhould 
be ſought in marriage by a ſovereign 
Prince. When the wife of Omaraddin 
was pregnant with: Shelimah, the fairy 
Elfarina was again invoked ; at which Fa- 
rimina, another fairy, was offended, Fa- 
runina was inexorable and cruel ; Elfari- 


na 
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na placable and benevolent; and fairies 
of this character were obſerved to be ſupe- 
riour in power, Elfarina therefore re- 
ſolved that her influence ſhould not be 
wanting; and, as far as ſhe was able, 
precluded the influence of Farimina, who 
had decreed, that the perſon of Shelimah 
ſhould be rendered hideous by every ſpe- 
cies of deformity, and thar all her wiſhes 
ſhould produce an oppoſite effect. 

The parents dreaded the birth of the in- 
fant under this malediction; the moment 
they beheld it they were ſolicitous only to 
conceal it from the world.. They fent 

"Her, with on] y one attendant, to a remote 


caſtle, which ſtood on the confines of a 
wood. 


E!farina did not thus, however, forſake 
innocence in diſtreſs ; but to counterbal- 
ance the evils of obſcurity, neglect and 

_volinefs, decrecd, that to the taſte of She- 
$ limah, 
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limah 3 the coarſeſt food ſhould be the moſt: 
exquiſite dainty ; that the rags which cov- 
ered her, ſhould, in her eſtimation, be e- 
qual to cloth of gold; that ſhe ſhould 
prize a cottage more than' a palace, and 
that in theſe circumſtances love ſhould be 
a ſtranger to her breaſt, To prevent the 
vexation which would ariſe from the con- 
tinual diſappointment of her wiſhes, ap- 

* peared 
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peared at firſt to be more difficult, but 


this was at length perfectly effected, by 
endowing her with content. 


While Shelimah was immured in a re- 
mote caſtle, neglected and forgotten, every 
city in the dominions of Soliman contri- 
buted to decorate the perſon, or cultivate 
the mind of Almerine; yet, amidft all 
theſe accompliſhments ſhe was haughty 
and fierce, fond of praiſe, luxurious, and, 
upon the whole, diſagreeable. Among 
many others by whom Almerine had been 
taught to inveſtigate nature, Nouraſſin the 


phuyſicin had acquainted her with the qua- 


lities off trees and herbs, and of Nouraſſin 
ſhe became enamoured to the moſt roman- 
tick exceſs, 


It was the cuſtom of the nobles to pre- 
ſent their daughters to the Sultan when 
they entered their e year; an e- 
vent 
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vent which Almerine had always antici- 
pated with impatience and hope, but now 
wiſhed to prevent with ſolicitude and ter- 
rour. The period, urged forward, like e- 
very thing future, with ſilent and irreſiſta- 
ble rapidity, at length arrived. The cu- 
riofity of Soliman had been raiſed, as well 
by accidental encomiums as by the ar- 
tifices of Omaraddin, who now haſted 
to gratify it, with the utmoſt anxie- 
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ty and perturbation, and Almerine, cover- 
ed with ornaments, by which art and na- 
ture were exhauſted, was, however relue- 
tant, introduced to the Sultan. Soliman 
was now in his thirtieth year; he had ſit- 


ten ten years upon the throne, and, for the 


ſteadineſs of his virtue, had been ſurnam- 
ed the Juſt. 


Soliman having gazed ſome moments 


upon Almerine with ſilent admiration, roſe 


up, and turning to the princes that ſtood 
round him, To-morrow, faid he, I will 
grant the requeſt which you have often 
repeated, and place a beauty upon my 
throne, by whom I may tranſmit my do- 
minion to poſterity : To-morrow the 
daughter of Omaraddin ſhall be my wife. 
The joy with which Omaraddin heard this 
declaration, was abated by the effect which 
it produced upon Almerine, who, after 
ſome ineffectual ſtruggles with the paſſions 
whick 
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which agitated her mind, threw herſelf in- 
to the arms df her women, and burſt into 
tears. Soliman immediately diſmiſſed his 
attendants, and, taking her in his arms, 
enquired the cauſe of her diſtreſs; this, 
however, was a ſecret which neither her 
pride nor her fear, would ſuffer her to re- 
veal. She continued filent and inconſola- 
ble; and Soliman, though he ſecretly ſuſ- 
pected ſome other attachment, yet appear- 
ed to be ſatisfied with the ſuggeſtions of 
her father, that her emotion was only ſuch 
as was common to the ſex upon any great 
and unexpected event. He deſiſted from 
further importunity, and commanded that 
her women ſhould remove her to a private 
apartment. of the palace, and that the ſhould 
be attended by his ph yſician Nouraſſin. 


Nouraffin, who had already learned 
what had happened, found his deſpair re- 


lieved by another interview, The lovers, 
however, 
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however, were reſtrained from c * * 
and conſultation by the preſence of the 
women, who could not be diſmiſſed; but 
Nouraſſin put a ſmall vial into the hand o 
Almerine as he departed, and told her, that 
it contained a cordial, which if adminiſter- 
ed in time, would infallibly reſtore the 
cheerfulneſs and vigour that ſhe had loſt, 
Theſe words were heard by the attendants, 
though they were underſtood only by Al. 
merine; ſhe readily comprehended the 
contents of the vial was poiſon, which 
would relieve her from languor and mel. 
ancholy, by removing the cauſe, if it could 
be given to the Sultan before 8 
was compleated. After Nouraſſin was 
gone, ſhe ſat ruminating on the infelicity 
of her ſituation, and the dreadful events of 
to-morrow, until the night was far ſpent ; 
and then, exhauſted with perturbation and 
watching,” ſhe ſunk down on the ſofa, and 
fell i into a Mp ſleep. The 
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The Sultan, whoſe reſt had been inter- 


rupt{@*by.the effects which the beauty of 


Almerine had produced upon his mind, 
roſe at the dawn of day, and ſending for 
her principal attendants, who had been or- 
dered to watch in her chamber, eagerly 
enquired what had been her behaviour, 
and whether ſhe had recovered from her 
ſurprize, He was acquainted that ſhe 
had lately fallen aſleep, and that a cordial 
had been left by Nouraffin, which he af- 
firmed, would, if not too long delayed, 
ſudderly recover her from languor and 
dejection, and which, notwithſtanding ſhe 
had neglected to take. Soliman derived 
new hopes from this intelligence, and tha: 
ſhe might meet him at the hour of marri- 
age with the cheerful vivacity which the 
cordial of Nouraſſin would inſpire, he or- 
dered that it ſhould, without aſking her a- 
ny queſtions, be mixed with whatever ſhe 
firſt drank in the morning, Al- 
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Almerine, i in whoſe blood the long con- 


tinued tumult of her mind had pr oduced 


a feveriſh heat, awaked, parched with 
thirſt, and called eagerly for drink: Her 
— 4 — 1 LANE the. vial in. 
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to the bowl, as ſhe had been commanded 
by the Sultan, preſented it to her, and ſhe 


drank it off, 
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As ſoon as ſhe recollected the horrid bu- Pot 


ſineſs of the day ſhe miſſed the vial, anc 
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in à few moments learned how it had been 
applied. The ſudden terrour which now 
ſeized her, haſtened the effects of the poĩ- 
ſon. , 2 

Her diſorder was now apparent, though 


was again introduced, acquainted with the 
miſtake, an antidote was immediately pre- 
paired and adminxtered ; and Almerine 
waited the event in agonies of body and 
mind not to be deſcribed. 
tion every inſtant Ancreaſed ; ſudden and 
intolerable heat and cold ſucceeded each 
other, and in leſs than an hour ſhe was 
covered with a leproſy, her hair fell, her 
head ſwelled, and every feature in her 
ountenance was diſtorted. Nouraſlin, who 
as doubtful of the event, had withdrawn 
to conceal his confuſion; and Almerine 
d bu- Hot knowing theſe dreadful appearances 
„ andſvere the preſages of recovery, conceived 

11 o her 
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the cauſe was not ſuſpected. Nouraſſin 


The commo- 
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her diſſolution to be near, and, in the ago- || de 
ny of remorſe and terrour, earneſtly re- | <0! 
queſted to ſee the Sultan. Soliman haſtily ba 
entered the apartment, and beheld the ru- | 2n 
ins of her beauty with aſtoniſhment, which ed, 
every moment encreaſed, while ſhe diſcov-¶ ria 
ered what had been intended againſt him, ] 
and which had now fallen upon her own | ith 
head. wo 
Soliman, after he had recovered from his 
his aſtoniſhment, retired to his own apart- rei; 
ment, and in the interval of recollection, | det 
he ſoon diſcovered, that the deſire of beau- | thr 
ty had ſeduced him from the paths of juſ- Sol 
tice, and that he ought to have diſmiſled ver 
the perſon whoſe affections he believed to] inf! 
have another object. He did not therefore ff ty, 
take away the life of Nouraſſin for a crime ity 
to which himſelf had furniſhed the tempt- is x 
ation ; but as ſome puniſhment was ne- vice 
eeſſary as the ſanction to the laws, he con- line 


demned 
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demned him to perpetual baniſhment. He 
commanded that Almerine ſhould be ſent 
back to her father, that her life might be 


a memorial of her folly; and he determin- 


ed, if poſſible, to atone, by a ſecond mar- 
riage, for the errours of the firſt, 

He conſidered how he might enforce and 
illuſtrate ſome general precepts, which 
would contribute more to the felicity of 
his people, than his leaving them a ſove- 
reign of his own blood; and at length he 
determined to publiſh this proclamation 


throughout all the provinces of his empire. 


Soliman, whole judgment has been per- 
verted, and whoſe life endangered, by the 
influence and treachery of unrivalled heau- 
ty, is now reſolved to place equal deform- 
ity upon his throne, that, when this event 
is recorded, the world may know that by 
vice beauty became more odious than ug- 
lineſs ; and learn like Soliman, to deſpiſe 

that 
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that excellence, which without virtue is 
only a ſpecious evil, the reproach of the 
poſſeſſor, and the ſnare of others. 
Shelimah, during theſe events, experi- 
enced a very different fortune. She re- 
mained until ſhe was thirteen years of age 
in the caſtle ; and it happened, that about 
this time the perſon to whoſe care ſhe had 
been committed, after a ſhort ſickneſs, di- 
ed, Shelimah, imagined that ſhe ſlept ; 
but perceiving that all attempts to waken 
her were ineffectual, and the ſtock of pro- 
viſions being exhauſted, ſhe found means 


to open the wicket, and wandered alone 


in the wood. She ſatisfied her hunger 
with ſuch berries and wild fruits as ſhe 
found, and at night, not being able to find 
her way back, lay down under a thicket 
and ſlept. Here ſhe was awaked early in 
the morning by a peaſant, The man afſk- 
ed her many queſtions; but her anſwer 

| rather 
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rather encreaſing than gratifying his curi- 
oſity, he ſet her before him on his beaſt, 
and carried her to his houſe in the next 
village, at the diſtance of about ſix leagues. 
In this family ſhe was the jeſt of ſome, and 
the pity of others; ſhe was employed in 
the meaneſt offices, and her figure procure 
ed her the name of Goblin, But amidft 
all the diſadvantages of her fituation, ſhe 
enjoyed the utmolt felicity, of food 'and 

reſt 
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reſt ; as ſhe formed no wiſhes, ſhe ſuſfered 
no diſappointment ; her body was health- 
ful, and her mind at peace. In this fitua- 
tion ſhe had continued four years, when 
the heralds appeared in the village with 
the proclamation of Soliman. Shelimah 
ran out with others to gaze at the parade; 

ſhe liſtened to the proclamation with great 
attention, and when it was ended, ſhe per- 
ceived that the eyes of the multitude were 
fixed on her : One of the horſemen at the 
ſame time alighted, and, with great cere- 
mony, entreated her to enter a chariot 
' which was in the retinue, telling her, That 
ſhe was without doubt the perſon whom 
nature and Soliman had deftined to be 
their Queen. Shelimah replied with a 
ſmile, That ſhe had no deſire to be great; 
but, ſaid ſhe, if your proclamarion be true, 
I ſhould rejoice to be the inſtrument of 
ſuch admonition to mankind ; and upon 
this 
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this condition, I wiſh that I were indeed 
the moſt deformed of my ſpecies. The 
moment this wiſh was uttered, the ſpell of 
Farimina produced a contrary effect. A 
white robe was thrown over her by an in- 
viſible hand, the croud fell back in aſton- 
iſnment, and gazed with inſatiable curioſi- 


ty upon ſuch beauty as before they had 
Shelimah was not leſs aſton- 
iſhed than the croud : She ſtood a-while 'Þ 
\ith her eyes fixed upon the ground, and 


never ſeen. 


findi ug her confuſion encreaſe, would have 
retired 11? lence, but ſhe was prevented 


by the hera. ds, who having with much 
importunity p1.*vailed upon her to enter 


the chariot, returr. ed with her to the me- 


tropolis, preſented her to Soliman, and 


related the prodigy. 


Soliman looked round u don the aſſem- 
bly in doubt, whether to pro. (cute or re- 
linquiſh his purpoſe, when Ab aran, a 
Ugary 
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hoary ſage, who had long preſided in the 
council of his father, came forward, and 
placing his forehead on the footſtool of 
the throne. Let the Sultan, ſaid he, accept 
the reward of virtue, and take Shelimah 
to his hed. In whatage, and in what na- 
tion, ſhall not the beauty of Shelimah be 
honoured ? T'o whom will it not be tranſ- 
mitted ? Will got the ſtory of the wife of 
Soliman deſcerid with her name? Will it 
not be known that the deſire of beauty ill 
not be gratified until it had been ſuLdued ? 
That by an iniquitous purpoſe veauty be- 
Tame hideous, and by a virtuous intent 

dleformity became fair? —Soliman, who 
had fixed his eyes upon Shelimah, diſcov- 
ered a mixture of joy and confuſion in her 
countenance, Waich determined his choice, 
and was an Srneſt of his felicity ; for, at 
that moment, love, which, during her ſtate 
of deformity, had been excluded by the 
fairy 
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ſion of her breaſt. 

The nuptial ceremony was not long de- 
layed, and the good fairy Elfarina hon- 
oured it with her preſence, and when ſhe 
departed beſtowed on both her benediction. 
They lived many years the glory and hap- 
pineſs of the people they governed, and 
Shelimah continued a ſtriking proof, that 
natural or acquired excellence is leſs deſir- 
able than virtue, IX. In- 
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8 [ 
IX. Impartial Diftributton of Fuſtice. 
A POOR villager complained to Ma- 
hamoud, Sultan of Damaicus, that 
a young Turk of diſtinction had broken 
into his houſe, and inſulted him ſo, th 
he was forced to abandon it, with his wife 
and family to the ſhameful abuſes of this 
bold intruder, who afterwards eſcaped and 
remained unknown. The Sultan, very 
much moved, charged the ſufferer to come 
immediately and give him notice if ever 
that Turk ſhould repeat the inſult ; which 
he did three days after, and the poor man 
came and threw himſelf at the feet of the 
Sultan, and complained accordingly, Ma- 
hamoud, taking a few attendants, imme- 
diately went with him. It was night when 


they came to the houſe : but the Sultan far 


ordered all the lights to be put out, then 
ruſhed boldly in, and with his ſabre cut 
| the 
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the raviſher in pieces ; After which he or- 
dered a torch to be lighted, and looking 
on the face of the malefactor, immediate- 
ly, with an air of joy, fell down on the 
ground and praiſed God, When he roſe, 
he bid the man of the houſe bring him 
what victuals he had, which was only 
ſome ſtale brown bread and butter-milk, 
of which the Sultan eat and drank hearti- 
ly; and then being ready to return, at the 
poor man's requeſt, explained all theſe 
myſterious circumſtances as follows : You 
muſt know, ſaid he, that by hearing theſe 
complaints, and the deſcription you gave 
me of the criminal, I concluded he could 


Ibe no other than my own ſon ; therefore, 


leſt my eyes ſhould ſubborn my heart, 
and the tenderneſs of nature enervate the 
arm of juſtice, I reſolved, through the un- 
diſtinguiſhing veil of night, to give it 
ſcope; but when I beheld it was not he, 

but 
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but only an officer of my guard, I fell 
down with gladneſs, to give thanks unto 
God that my offspring had not in this af. 
fair deſerved my wrath, nor met with my 
vengeance. And after all, I aſked what 
proviſion you had at hand to ſatisfy my 
hunger, and repair this fleſhly frame, 
which my reſentment would not ſufſer me 
to gratify, either with ſleep or ſuſtenance, 
from the moment TI heard this accuſation, 


until T had puniſhed the author of your 


wrongs, and ſhewed myſelf worthy of my 
people's obedience : For this one example 
ſhall make it known among them, that 
you have a Prince, under whom there 1s 
no ſufferer ſo mean who need not fear to 
be denied redreſs, nor no offender ſo great 
as may eſcape puniſhment, 


x. Hifory 
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X. Hiſtory of t two European Chiefs. 


ee a King of Lapland, was in 

his youth the moſt renowned of the 
northern warriors; his martial atchieve- 
ments remain engraved on a pillar of flint 
in the rocks of Hanga, and are to this day 
ſolemnly carrolled to the harp by the Lap- 
landers at the fires with which they cele- 
brate their nightly feſtivities. His tem- 
perance and ſeverity of manners were his 
chief praiſe. In his early years he never 
taſted wine, nor would he drink out of a 
painted cup. He conſtantly ſlept in his 
armour, with his fpear in his hand; nor 
would he uſe a battle-ax whoſe handle was 
inlaid with braſs. He did not, however, 
perſevere in his contempt of luxury, nor 
did he cloſe his life with honour. 


One day, after hunting the Gulos, or 


Wild dog, being bewildered in a ſolitary 
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foreſt, and having paſſed the fatigues of Noms 
the day, without any interval of refreſh. His t 
ment, he diſcovered a large ſtore of honey Erees 


"an ! 


in the hollow of a pine. This was a dain- aſter 
ty which he had never taſted before, and lo 
being at once both faint and hungry, 
he fell greedily upon it. From this unu- 
ſual delicious repaſt he received ſo much FS 
ſatisfaction, that at his return home he Pm. 
commanded 
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ommanded honey to be ſerved up at 
is table every day. His palate by de- 
rees became refined and vitiated; he be- 
zan to loſe his native reliſh for ſimple fare, 
nd contracted a habit of indulging him- 
ef in delicacies ; he ordered the delight- 
al gardens of his caſtle to be thrown open, | 
in which the moſt Iuſcious fruits had been | 
uffered to ripen and decay, unobſerved 
and untouched, for many revolving au- . 
umns, and gratified his appetite with lux- 
rious deſerts. At length he found it ex- | 
bedient to introduce wine, as an agreeable | 
improvement, or a neceſſary ingredient, to 
his new way of living ; and having once 
aſted it, he was tempted by little to give 
a looſe to the exceſſes of intoxication. 
His general ſimplicity of life was chang- 
z . 
ed; he perfumed his apartment by burn- 
ng the wood of the moſt aromatick fir, and 
commanded his helmet to be ornamented 
nded with 
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with beautiful rows of the teeth of the Rein- 
deer. Indolenee and effeminacy ſtole upon 
him, by pleaſing and imperceptible grada- 
tions, relaxed the ſinews of reſolution, and 
extinguiſhed his thirſt of military glory. 
Whilſt Hacho was thus immerſed in 
pleaſure and repoſe, it was reported to him 
one morning, that the preceeding night a 
diſaſtrous omen had been diſcovered, and 
that bats and hideous birds had drank up 
the oil which nouriſhed the perpetual lamp 


in the temple of Odin. About the ſame 


time a meſſenger arrived to tell him, that 
the King of Norway had invaded his king- 
dom with a formidable army. Hacho, 
terrified as he was with the omen of the 
night, and enervated with indulgence, 
rouſed himſelf from his voluptuous lethar- 

gy, and recollecting ſome faint ſparks of 
veteran valour, en forward to meet 
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Both armies. joined battle in the foreſt 
where Hacho had been loſt after hunting 
and it ſo happened, the King of Norway 
challenged him to fingle combat near the 
place where Hacho had taſted the honey, 
The Lapland Chief, languid, and long 


unuſed to arms, was ſoon overpowered ; 


8 


— — 5 


he fell to the ground, and before his in- 
ſulting adverſary ſtruck his head from his 


F body, 
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body, uttered this exclamation, which the 
Laplanders ſtill uſe as an early leſſon to 
their children: The vicious man ſhould 
date his deſtruction from the firſt temp. 
tation. How juſtly do I fall a ſacrifice to 
ſloth and luxury in the place where I firſt 
yielded to thoſe allurements which ſeduced 
me to deviate from temperance and inno- 
cence! The honey which I taſted in this 
foreſt, and not the King of Norway, con- 
quers Hacho, 


XI. Hiftory of two Friends. 
12 and Smith were two young 
perſons educated in the ſame houfe, 
and brought up to the ſame maſter,; but 
with this difference, that Johnſon was the 
ſon, and the other the ſervant ; and the 
former had a conſiderable independant for- 
tune, the latter no eſtate but honeſt induſ- 


try. 
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About three years ſince the parent and 
the maſter dying, the young traders were 
left to themſelves: Smith declined an of- 
fer of partnerſhip with his young maſter, 
merely becauſe it was more than' he could 
have expected; and Johnſon generouſly 
advanced him a ſum of money to engage 


in trade with, for himſelf. Smith, Who 


knew he traded at preſent but with anoth- 
er's ſtock, and had oaly induſtry and fru- 
gality for means to repay the loan, and ſet- 
tle himſelf in eaſe and happinefs, became 
the moſt diligent trader. No irregularities 
over night kept him in bed the next morn- 
ing, and his ders were open two hours 
before, and at leaſt an hour after his 
neighbours : Smith lived in his ſhop, and 
knew no idle moment there ; his conſtant 
attendance brought him conſtant buſineſs ; 
his obliging behaviour, and the probity of 
his dealings, made every cuſtomer a friend 
10 
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to him; and whoever once bought of him, whi 
never afterwards bought any where elſe. pari 
The firſt year's balance gave him pow- ſure 

er to pay his generous benefactor, with m_ 
grateful thanks ; and before another was 2 
elapſed, he was become the favourite of wo 
every worthy perſon in the neighbourhood 3 ſoc 
and the ſobriety of his life recommended || Nou 
him ſo far to the favour of the clergyman || . 1 
of the place (one of the worthieſt of his n b 
holy function) that he found no objection OP 
in the way of his addreſſes to the gentle. of 1 
man's only daughter: ſhe had no great s 
fortune ; nor could our young trader ex- calc 
pe& much; the good-will of her father | 59m 
was a ſufficient portion. His good opin- its) 
don of his ſon-in-law was ſo great, that he * li 
readily agreed to all that he gave his trad 
daughter being laid out in trade; and | 8 
that gave the young man a larger ſtock To 

that 


man he oc otherwiſe have commanded ; 
while 
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while the good-will of every man in the 
pariſh to the father, made them take plea- 
ſure in obliging him; at the ſame time 
that they encouraged a young man who 
deſerved it ; and he by this means, got as 
great an addition of cuſtom as that in his 
ſtock, and became the moſt flouriſhing 
young trader in the place. 

This better fortune made no alteration 
in his temper ; he naturally, indeed, en- 
tered upon a ſomewhat more expenſive way 
of living on his having a wife; but ſhe 
was as prudent as himſelf ; and they ſoon 
calculated a certain ftandard of expences 
ſomething within what their preſent prof- 
its would afford ; and determined to ſave 


a little from that, until their increaſe of 
trade ſhould enable them in the ſucceed- 


ing years to ſpend more, without being 
more extravagant. It is eaſy to conceive 


that ſuch a family muſt fave money year- 


ly; 
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ly; and in ſhort, the end of a ſecond year 
ſaw them worth more than from ſmall be- 
ginnings one would eaſily expect. 
While this was the life of Smith, his 
young maſter, whoſe eaſy fortune ſet him 
above the neceſſity of induſtry, was carry- 
ing on the ſame trade in a different man- 
ner; he had eaſily determined himſelf to 
follow trade, as an amuſement for his lei- 
ſure hours; but ſince he did not want it, 
deſigned never to be very ſolicitous about 
it, but to do juſt what he liked of it, and 
no more. He took an experienced good 
ſervant, as a ſubſtantial trader who re- 
commended him, aſſured him, and gave 
him good pay to take the trouble, while 
he had no ſMare in any part of the buſineſs 
but the profits of it. It is the moſt dan- 
gerous of all errours, though too common 
' 2 one, for a man to imagine he can play 
with buſineſs, and do what he pleaſes, 
when 
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when his affairs are eaſy without it. 'There 


year | 
is no middle ſtate in the trading world; 


be- 


his gary; nor is there any medium between 
him Itheſe: The ſhop that is kept, will keep its 
rry- maſter, but that which is neglected, will at 


lan- 
f tq 
lei- 


and, too oftep, an experienced ſervant is, 
to ſuch a man, the worlt ſervant in the 


t it, (world, 

out | Johnſon, however, did not abſolutely ne- 
and Þ glect his affairs of this kind; he appeared 
ood {every morning in his ſhop ; at noon, in- 


deed, he dined at the tavern, and ſpent the 
evening as a man of fortune ought. Every 
young trader has the unhappy imagination, 
that going out into company is the way to 


re- 
ave 
hile 
eſs 
an- 
ion 
lay 
ſes, 


clubs in moſt ſtreets are half the ſupport 
of the members of them. It is one of the 
moſt miſchicvous errours in the world to 


fancy 


induſtry will bring riches, 4dleneſs beg- 


any time ruin him who does not want it; 


cet into buſineſs, and that neighbourly 
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firſt ſteps to the ruin of one half of them 
in their ambition to follow him in his faſh- 
ions, got him ſo univerſally the diſtafte 
and ill-will of the ſober part of the neigh- 
bourhood, that he ſoon had no other cuſ- 
tom than that of acquaintance. 

All this while an elegant manner of liv- 
ing, and the neceſſary ſupplics for the ſhop, 
called for a deal 'of money : Johnſon's 
fortune was all in caſh, he readily drew 
on his banker as often as he wanted; he 
contented himſelf with knowing that he 
lived very little above the income of his 
fortune alone, and as to what trade called 

or, he imagined he knew that muſt be re- 
turned with intereſt, It was no matter to 
him that no money came, neither did he 
now, indeed, except at the year's end, 
whether any came or not; he knew it was 

one to him, whether he was paid to 
day, or this day twelvemonths, and was 
fully 
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fully perſuaded of that too common and 
deſtructive errour, that long credit gives a 
man reputation; and that a tradeſman 
ſhould never call in his money ſo long as 
it was ſafe; becauſe it ſtops his cuſtomers 
from buying. 

Johnſon had, indeed, all the falſe no- 
tions of the generality of young traders, 
but not one more; and too many in this 
city are ruined daily by the ſame, though 
they are ſtill propagated among numbers 
as the ſecrets of trade, and held for truths 
as certain as the goſpel. Johnſon's affairs 
now began to run dreadfully behind hand, 
without his knowing. it; but that which 


is to all others a relief when they find P 
themſelves gone, was now the ſcheme of 


our young gentleman trader without his 
knowing it. A young lady who acci- 
dentally came into his ſhop during the 
morning hours, one day while he was in 
| tt, 
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elf v 
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ven tl 


for young Mas TERSS and Missts. gr 


t, took away both what ſhe bought, and 
er young tradeſman's heart into the bar. 


pain, In ſhort, Johnſon watched her 
10me, He was prudent enough, before 
e made any further ſtep, to inform him- 
elf who ſhe was; and found ſhe was a 
perſon of a good family, and worth ſe- 
ren thouſand pounds, 


Johnſon 
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Johnſon was a man of polite and en- 
gaging behaviour; he ſoon found means 
of introducing himſelf into the family, and 
as he imagined himſelf more than an equal 
match for her, he made it his firſt ſtep to 
ſettle 'matters with her father. The old 
gentleman had no right liking to this ſort 
of gentleman-trading that Johnſon carri. 
ed on, but his private fortune made him 
unexceptionable in reſpe& of money, and 
he ſoon convinced the old gentleman of 
the advantages of his way of carrying on 
| buſineſs. He found leſs difficulty to get 
the lady's conſent than her father's, and 
all was harmony and good underſtanding 
between them ; The lover gallanted the 
lady and the family to all the publick pla- 
ces of diverſion ; and the continual affabil. 
ity and good Buer about him, made the 
old people, in ſhort, as much in love with 
him almoſt as the lady, 
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Courtſhip is ſure to be the ruin, or hap- 
y ſettling of every young tradeſman who 
ngages in it : If the choice be imprudent, 
t is ruin whether it ſucceed or not; and 
ven where it is irreproachable, the time 
oft about it, and the negle& of buſineſs it 
ccafions, are not eaſily made up to a young 

an. All points, however, were ſo well 
greed about our affair, that Johnſon found 

no difficulty to get the day of marriage 
ixed ; the bride made her preparations, 
nd Johnſon's taylor had his orders not to 
ail. When things were in this fate, the 
ady's fortune was enquired into more in 
arneſt on Johnſon's part, and his on her 
ather's. No miſtake appeared about hers, 
but, alas! the looking into his affairs on 
his occaſion was the firſt notice of the bride- 
room's ruin. It is true, his books were 
ull of long debts, and the current account 


of caſh in trade was ſomething conſidera- 
| ble; 
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ble; but his fortune was, in a manner 
2ll drawn out of his banker's hand, and 
though he had much more owing to hi 
than by him, yet his debts to his traders 
were not ſmall. 


II. I 


14 


we 
: 
* 
1 þ) 
Tt um 
s 


—— 
ITT 7 _ 
4 « -, * 

12 
* £ 


4 „ iat. 
8 


— 


_— 
R aw. 
ww 4 


1 


: 
| Whg 


— 


I 


it 


0 


ll 


| 


"ht 


mill 


It is eaſy to imagine, the prudent father 
now refuſed his daughter: The diſtreſs on 
her part as well as Johnſon's, was very 
ſincere and affecting, that they muſt part; 
while they did it with the ſincereſt agonies 

on 


oy 
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on hoth ſides, nor could the entreaty of 
the old people prevent the young lady from 
engaging herſelf by the moſt ſolemn vow, 
Inever to marry any other perſon. 
Johnſon now- went to new-model his 
affairs, to take his money and call in his 
debts, but, alas ! his ſervant went off with 
his ready money, and his debtors were one 
half dead, and the other half in goal, or in 
WEFlanders. It was not ſo, however, with 
his creditors ? the breaking off the match 
Aale them upon enquiries, and the ill- natur- 
Winged world ſoon whiſpered the occaſion. It 
is not difficult to gueſs what muſt be the 
event of this; all fell upon him at once, 
and his goods and perſon were ſeized upon, 
What now remained, therefore, for the 
mhappy Johnſon to do? He bethought 
imſelf of the friend he had been once ge- 
nerous to; he called in what was remain- 
ng of his fortune, ſent to Smith, delivered 
all into his hands, and begged of him to 
bring 
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ble; but his fortune was, in a manner 
all drawn out of his banker's hand, and 
though he had much more owing to him 
than by him, yet his debts to his traders 


were not ſmall. Joh 
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on both ſides, nor could the entreaty of 
the old people prevent the young lady from 
engaging herſelf by the moſt ſolemn vow, 
never to marry any other perſon. 

Johnſon now went to new- model his 
affairs, to take his money and call in his 
debts, but, alas ! his ſervant went off with 
his ready.money, and his debtors were one 
half dead, and the other half in goal, or in 
Flanders. It was not ſo, however, with 
his creditors ? the breaking off the match 
ſet them upon enquiries, and the ill- natur- 
ed world ſoon whiſpered the occaſion. It 
is not difficult to gueſs what muſt be the 
event of this ; all fell upon him at once, 
and his goods and perſon were ſeized upon. 
What now remained, therefore, for the 
unhappy Johnſon to do ? He bethought 
himſelf of the friend he had been once ge- 
nerous to; he called in what was remain- 
ing of his fortune, ſent to Smith, delivered 
all into his hands, and begged of him to 
bring 
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bring his creditors to ſomie compoſition, 
The generous Smith engaged himſelf for 
the whole, took home his friend, called in 
his debts, paid the remainder out of his 
own fortune, and told him, My dear John. 
ſon, there was a time when your generoſi- 
ty offered me a partnerſhip in what I had 
no right to; my trade is now as good as 
yours was then ; but there is this great dif. 
ference, that — though you owe nothing 
to me, I owe every thing to you, and let 
my gratitude now offer, what your gene- 
roſity then did, a ſhare in all you have ena- 
bled me to procure. It was not without 
much difficulty that the unhappy Johnſon 
accepted this offer; he now, however, ſaw 
through all his former folly, and became 
as diligent as his friend had been. 'The 
neighbourhood adored the generoſity and 
gratitude of young Smith, and even his 
wife and father applauded it; every thing 
had been ſome time perfectly happy here, 


als 
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and Johnſon knew no misfortune but the 
loſs of his bride, whom he indeed doated 
on with an uncommon affection; though 
he had no hope of gaining her; but for- 
tune, as ſuddenly as ſhe had robbed him 
of her, reftored her to him again; a rela- 
tion of his dying at this time, left him a 
fortune twice as great as that he had at 
rſt. His love, his gratitude, his generof- 
ty, now ſhewed themſelves in the moſt amĩ- 
able colours ; he married the lady, laid his 


whole fortune into wholeſale trade; and 


took Smith in to be equal ſharer in the pra- 
fits; and the neighbourhood now ſee them 


the moſt flouriſhing traders in it, and a Slo- 


rious example to every one about them. 


XII. Of a Moor anda Spaniard. 


FHILE the Moors governed in 
Spain, and the Spaniards were 


mixed with them, a Spanih Cavalier, in a 


G fadden 
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fudden quarrel, ſlew a young Mooriſh gen- 
tleman, and fled. His purſuers ſoon joft 
fight of him, for he had, unperceived, 
thrown himſelf over a wall. The owner, 
a Moor, happening to be in his garden, 
and looking over the wall, was addreſſed 
by the Spaniard on his knees, who ac- 
quainted him with his caſe, and imptored 
concealment. Eat this, ſaid the Moor, 
giving him half a —— and come over 


1 
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the wall, you now know that you may 
confide in my protection. He then lock- 
ed him up in the garden apartment, telling 
him that next morning as ſoon as it was 
light, he would provide for his eſcape to a 
place of more ſafety. The Moor then 
went into his houſe, where he had ſcarce 
ſeated himſelf, when a great crowd with 
loud lamentations, came to his gate, bring- 
ing his ſon's corpſe, that had juſt been kill- 
ed by a Spaniard. When the firſt ſhock 
of ſurprize was a little over, he learned, 
by the deſcription given, that the fatal deed 
was done by the perſon then in his power. 
He mentioned this to no one; but as ſoon 
as it was dark, retired to his garden apart = 
went, as if to grieve alone, giving orders 
that none ſhould follow him. There ac- 
coſting the Spaniard, he ſaid, Chriſtian, 
the perſon you have killed is my ſon. His 


body is now in my houſe. You ought to 
{uFer 
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ſuffer ; but you have eaten with me, and I 
have given you my faith, which muſt not 
be broken, follow me. He then led the 
aftoniſhed Spaniard to his ſtables, where, 
mounting him on one of his fleeteſt horſes, 
he ſaid, Fly far while the night can cover 
you, You will be ſafe in the morning 
you are indeed guilty of my ſon's blood ; 
but God is juſt and good, and I thank 
him that I am innocent of yours, and that 
my faith given is preſerved. 


n 


XIII. Hiſtory of two Knights, 

N the days of knight-errantry and pa- 

ganiſm, one of the old Britiſh Princes 
ſet up a ſtatue to the Goddeſs of Victory, 
in a point where four roads met together. 
In her right hand ſhe held a ſpear, and 
reſted her left on a ſhield ; the outfide of 
this ſhield was of gold, and the inſide of 


filver, On the former was inſcttbed, in 
the 


the old Britiſh language, To the goddefs 
ever favourable ;** and on the other,“ For 
da- WW four victories obtained ſucceſſively over 
ces the Pits, and other inhabitants of the 
ry, northern iſlands.” | 
zer. It happened one day, that two knights 
ind completely armed, the one in black armour, 
- of and the other in white, arrived from oppo- 
of | fite parts of the country, at this ſtatue, juſt 
„in about the ſame time; and as neither of 
| them 
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them had ſeen it before, they ſtopped to 
read the inſcriptions, and obſerve the ex- 
cellence of its workmanſhip. After con- 
templating it for ſome time, This golden 
ſhield, ſays the black knight—Golden 
ſhield ! cried the white knight, who was 
as ſtriftly obſerving the oppoſite fide, why, 
if I have eyes, it is ſilver, I know nothing 
of your eyes, replied the black knight, if 
ever I ſaw a golden ſhield in my life this 
is one. Yes, returned the white knight, 
ſmiling, it is very probable indeed, that 
they ſhould expoſe a ſhield of gold in fo 
publick a place as this is! for my part, I 
wonder that even a ſilver one is not too 
ſtrong a temptation for the devotion of 
ſome of the people that paſs this way; and 
it apears by the date, that this has been here 
above three years. The black knight 
could not bear the ſmile with which this 
was delivered, and grew ſo warm in the 
diſpute, 
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diſpute, that it ſoon ended in a challenge. 
They both therefore turned their horſes, 
and rode back ſo far, as to have ſufficient 
ſpace for their career; then fixed their ſpears 
in their reſts, and flew at each other with 
the greateſt fury and impetuoſity, Their 


4A 0)» 1 >. 12:88 
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ſhook was ſo rude, and the blow on each 
ſide ſo effectual, that they both fell to the 
ground ſo much wounded and bruiſed, 


that 
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that they lay there for ſome time as in a 
trance, A good Druid, who was travelling 
that way, found them in this condition. 
The Druids were the phyſicians of thoſe 
times, as well as the prieſts, He had a 
ſovereign balfam about him which he had 
compoſed himſelf ; for he was very know- 
ing in all the plants that grew in the fields, 
or in the foreſts. He ſtaunched the blood, 
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Applied his balm to their wounds, and 
rought them as it were, from death to 
ife again. As ſoon as he found them ſuf- 
ficiently recovered, he began to enquire in- 
to the occaſion of the quarrel. Why, this 
man, cried the black knight, will have it 
that the ſhield yonder is ſilver. And he 
will have it, replied the white knight, that 
it is gold; and then told him all the partic- 
ulars of the affair. Ah! ſays the Druid, 
with a ſigh, you are both of you in the 
wrong! Had either of you given himſelf . 
time to have looked upon the oppoſite part 
of the ſhield, as well as that which firſt 
preſented itſelf to his view, all this blood- 
ſhed might have been avoided. However, 
there is a very good leſſon to be learned 
from the evil that has befallen you on 
this occaſion : Permit me therefore to en- 
treat you by our gods! and by this god- 
deſs of Victory, in particular, never to en- 
ter 
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ter into any diſpute for the future, till yo 
have fairly conſidered each fide of the queſ 
tion. | 
XIV. Hijtory of Il hang, a Miller, 
| bs the North of England lived Whang, 
by trade a miller. Nobody loved mo. 
ney better than he, or more reſpected thoſe 
that had it. Whang, however, with all 
his eagerneſs for riches, was, in reality, 
poor. He had nothing but the profits of 
his mill to ſupport him; yet, though theſe 
were ſmall, they were certain, While his 
mill ſtood and went, he was ſure of eating; 
ar.d his frugality was ſuch, that he every 
day laid ſome money by, which he would 
at intervals count, and contemplate with 
much ſatisfaction. Yet ſtill his acquiſi- 
tions were not equal to his deſires; he only 


found himſelf above want, whereas he de- 
fixed to be poſſeſſed of afluence, 
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85 day as he was « indulging theſe wiſh- 


es, he was informed that a neighbour of 


his had found a pan ef money under- 
ground, having dreamt of it three nights 
running before. Theſe tidings were dag- 
gers to the heart of poor Whang, Here 
am I, ſays he, toiling and moiling from 
morning until night for a few paltry far- 
things, while neighbour Hunks only goes 


quietly to bed, and dreams himſelf into 
thouſands 


8 
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thouſands before morning. Oh! that! 
could dream like him, with what pleaſure 
would I dig round the pan; how lil 
would I carry it home; not even my Wifz 
ſhould ſee me; and then, O the pleaſur: 
there is in thruſting one's hand into a grea 
heap of gold up to the elbow ! Such reflec 
tions only ſerved to make the miller unhap 
Py ; he diſcontinued his former aſſiduity 
he was quite diſguſted with ſmall gains 
and his cuſtomers began to forſake him 
Every day he repeated the wiſh, and ever 
night laid himſelf down in order to dream 
Fortune, that was for a long time unkind 
at laſt however ſeemed to ſmile upon his 
diftreſſes, and indulged him with the wiſh- 
ed-for viſion. He dreamed, that under: 
certain part of the foundation of his mill 
there was concealed a prodigious large pa 
of gald and diamonds, buried deep in the 
ground, and covered with a large flat ſtone 
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this alſo were anſwered ; he ſtill dreamed 
of the ſame pan of money in the very ſame 
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e roſe up, thanked the ſtars that were at 
aſt pleaſed to take pity on his ſufferings, 
and concealed his good luck from every 
perſon (as is uſual in money dreams) in 
order to have the viſion repeated the 
wo ſucceeding nights, by which he ſhould 
e certain of its veracity, His wiſhes in 


place. 


Now, therefore, it was paſt a doubt; ſo 
getting up early the third morning, he 
repairs alone, with a mattock in his hand, 
to the mill, and began to undermine that 
part of the wall which the viſion directed. 
The firſt omen of ſucceſs that he met with 
was a broken mug; and, digging ſtil] 
deeper, he turned up a houſe tile, quite new. 
and entire; at laſt, after much digging, he 
came to the broad flat ſtone, but then ſo 
large, that it was beyond one man's 

ſtrength 
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ſtrength to move it. Here, cried he, in 
raptures to himſelf, here it is! under this 

ſtone there is room for a very large pan of s 5 

diamonds indeed. I muſt e' en go home to 

my wife, and tell fer- the whole affair, and 

get her to aſſiſt me in turning it up. Away 

| therefore he goes, and acquaints his wife 
with every circumſtance. Her raptures on 
ö this occaſion may eaſily be imagined; ſhe 
few round his neck, and embraced him 
in 
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an agony of joy ; but thoſe tranſports, 


owever, did not delay their eagerneſs to 


now the exact ſum ; returning therefore 
peedily together to the place where Whang 
jad been digging, there they found not 
ndeed the expected treaſure, but the mill 


heir only ſupport, undermined and fallen. 


V. Hiſtory of Hamti, Emperour 
of China. 

| AMI, the beſt and wiſeſt Emperour 

that ever filled the throne, after hav- 


ng gained three ſignal victorſes over the 


artars, who had invaded his dominions, 
eturned to Nanking in order to enjoy. the 
lory of his conqueſt. After he had reſt- 
d for ſome days, the people, who are na- 
urally fond of proceſſions, impatiently 
xpected the triumphal entry, which empe- 
ours upon ſuch occaſions were accuſtomed 
to 
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to make. Their murmurs came to t 
emperour's ears. He loved his people, an 
was willing to do all in his power to fat 
isfy their juſt deſires. He therefore aſſur 
| ed them, upon the next feaſt of the lan 
thorns, to exhibit one of the moſt glorio 

triumphs that had ever been ſeen in China 
The people were in raptures at his conde 
ſcenſion, and on the appointed day aſſem 
bled at the gates of the palace with the mo 
- eager expectations. Here they waite 
for fome time without ſeeing any of thoſ 
preparations which uſually precede a page 
ant. The lanthorn with ten thouſand ta 
pers was not yet brought forth, the fire 


more began to murmur at this delay, whe 
in the midſt of their impatience, the palac 
gates flew open, and the Emperour ap 
peared, not in ſplendour and magnificence 
| bu 


works which uſually covered the city wall 
were not yet lighted z the people onc 
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to tit in an ordinary habit, followed by the | 
© WE plind, the maimed, and the ſtrangers of | 

the city, all in new clothes, and each ca- 
rying in his hand money enough to ſup= || 
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once ply his neceſſities for the year. Ihe peo- 

8 ple were at firſt amazed, but ſoon perceiv- 

| ed the wiſdom of their King; who taught 
them, that to make one man happy was 
more truly great than having ten thouſand 
captives groaning at the wheels of his 
chariot, H XVI. Hiftory . 
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XVI. Hiſtory of a Nobleman and his 
Servant, 


a NOBLEMAN of a certain neigh- 
bouring country having been treach- 


erous to his prince, and fading himſelf 


obnoxious to the ſtroke of juſtice, his 
treaſons having been penetrated and amply 
detected, conſults with one of his fervants 
how to avert puniſhment z-which he does, 
by perſuading him (the ſervant) to make 
himſelf the principal, and the only con- 
ſpirator; and to clear his lord in the moſt 
effect ual manner from the leaſt imputa- 


tion of the crime. To encourage him to 


this, the nobleman tells him, that although 
he might be caſt and t e yet he 
would not fail to procure him a pardon, 
as alſo to allow him as a recompenſe for 
this maſt ſignal ſervice a great part of his 


eſtate, Upon this the nobleman's ſteward 
(har 
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(for ſuch it ſeems he was) confeſſes 
himſelf the ſole author and contriver of 
the aforeſaid treaſons, and abſolutely frees 
his lord's reputation, for which, ſentence 
of death was preſently awarded againſt 
him, and he remanded back to priſon, 


where the lord comes to him upon pre- 
tence of getting Ame make ſome further 
diſcoveries, but, indeed, to tell him that he 
had procured him a pardon, ſhewing him 
one that he had counter feited for that 
purpoſe, and which he took out of a black 
box, and withal told him, that notwith- 
ſtanding the pardon he had procured, it 
was the King's pleaſure that he ſhould be 


carried to the place of execution, partly to 
{ave appearances, but by ts great- 
er terrour and example of others, and af- 
ter having made his ſpeech there, ſhould 
then receive his pardon, bidding him not 


to be dauntcd or-troubled at any thing 
that 
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that ſhould be done or ſaid to him, being 
matter of form and neceſſary folemn pa- 
rade; and aſſured him withal, that when 
at the place of execution he ſhould ſee a 
perſon on his left hand, holding up a 
black box, it ſhould be to him an iafallible 
ſign that his pardon was there. 

Upon this the man was encouraged, and 
ſeemed not to be concerned at his preſent 
ſituation, but longed for the day of his 
ſuppoſed execution; which being now 
come, the man with the black box was 
very aſſiduous to appear in ſight as ſoon 
as he was come'out of the priſon, and ac- 
companied him at a diſtance until he came 
to the place of execution where the man 
with the black box placed himſelf on aa 
eminence on the left hand of the priſoner, 
that he might be the more apparently con- 
ſpicuous to him. The priſoner then ad- 
dreſſes himſelf in a ſpeech to the people, 

which 
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which he little thought would have been 
his laſt, and again acquits his Lord, &c. 
ſtill having his eye upon the black box ; 
but having drawn out his ſpeech to an 
unuſual length, the Sheriff told him he 


oner replied, that there was a gentleman 
ſtood cloſe by with a black box in his 
hand, who was lately come from court, 


and 


— — 
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and who he was confident had got his 
pardon ; upon which the gentleman with 
the black box was called for, who being 
come delivered his box to the ſheriff, who 
took a paper out of it containing theſe 
words, Upon fight hereof, let the priſoner 
be immediately executed; which order 
| was ſo ſpeedily obeyed, that the priſoner 
had no time to diſcover the cheat that; 
was put upon him; ſo he fell a victim to 
his own folly, and died unpitied, becauſe 

unknown. | 
XVII. The Lovers made happy. 

HEN the great Scipio, the Roman: 
| General, was purſuing his con- 
queſts in Spain, a noble and beautiful la- 
dy was made his captive. He was in the 
prime of life, was ſmitten with her. beau- 
ty, and acquainted her with it; but ſhe 
received him with horrour, declaring: ſhe 

Was 


m_ 
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was pre-engaged to one of her own coun- 
try. Scipio heard her with uneaſineſs, ap- 
peared-irreſolute, but faid he would declare 
his mind at another interview. The time 
came, the General took his ſeat, the guards 
attended, and the lady and her lover threw 
themſclves at his fect, all in tears, under 
the greateſt apprehenſions and perplexity. 
Then Scipio, riſing, took the lovers from 
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the ground, dried their tears, and made 


them forever happy in each other. This 
was a greater action than winning a battle. 
No man was great enough to conquer 
Scipio; but Scipio conquered himſelf, 


XVIII. Gluttony puniſhed. 


AB UL, ſays the Zendaveſta, was 

born on the ruſhy banks of the river 
Mawra ; his poſſeſſions were great, and 
his luxvrics kept pace with the affluence 
of his fortune; he hated the harmleſs. bra- 
mins, and deſpiſ:d their holy religion; 
every day Nis table was decked out with 
the fleſh of yn hundred diferent animals, 
and his coolzs had an hundred different 
ways of dreſſipg it, to ſolicit even ſatiety. 
Notwithffonling all his eating, he did 
not arrive at old age; be died of a ſurfeit, 
cauſed by intemperance: Upon this his 
ſoul 
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ſoul was carried off, in order to take its 


trial before a ſele& aſſembly of the ſouls 


of thoſe animals which his gluttony had 
cauſed to be ſlain, and who were now ap- 
pointed his judges. 

He trembled before a tribunal, to every 
member of which he had formerly a&ed 
as an unmerciful tyrant; he ſought for 
pity, but found none diſpoſed to grant it. 
Does he not remember, cries the angry 
boar, to what agonies I was put, not to 
ſatisfy his hunger, but his vanity ? I was 
firſt hunted to death, and my fleſh ſcarce 
thought worthy of coming once to his ta- 
ble, Were my advice followed, he ſhould 
do penance in the ſhape of a hog, which 
in life he moſt reſembled. | 

I am rather, cries a ſheep upon the 
bench, for having him ſuffer under the 
appearance of a lamb, we may then ſend 
him through four or five tranſmigrations 
in 
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in the ſpace of a-month,, Were my voice 
of any weight in the aſſembly, cries a calf, 
he ſhould rather aſſume ſuch a form as 
mine: I was bled evety day, in order ta 
make my fleſh white, and at laſt killed 
without mercy. Would it not be wiſer, 
cries à hen, to cram him in the ſhape'of a 
fowl, and then ſmother him in his own: 
blood, as I was ſerved ? The majority of 
the aſſembly were pleaſed with this pun- 
iſhment, and were going to condemn him 
without further delay, when the ox roſe: 
up to give his opinion : I am informed, 
ſays this counſellor, that the priſoner at 
the bar, has left a wife with child behind: 
him. By my knowledge in divination, I: 


| foreſee that this child will be a ſon, de, 
crepid, feeble, ſickly, a plague to himſelf, Þ 
What ſay. you then 


and all about him. 
my companions, if we condemn the father 
to animate the body of his own ſon ; and 
by 
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by this means make him feel in himſelf thoſe 
miſeries his intemperance muſt otherwiſe 


have entailed upon his poſterity. The 


whole court applauded the ingenuity of his 
torture; they thanked him for his advice. 
Kabul was driven once more to reviſit the 
earth ; and his ſoul in the body of his 
own ſon, paſſed a period of thirty years, 
loaded with miſery, anxiety, and diſeaſe. 


r  - I 4k. 
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XIX. Honeſiy rewarded. 


NE day a poor woman, encouraged 

by the great fame of Cardinal Far- 
neſe's generoſity, came into the hall of the 
Cardinal with her only daughter, a beau- 
tiful maid of ſeventeen years of age. When 
der turn came to be heard among the 
bro... d of petitioners, the Cardinal diſcern- 
ing the marks of an extrrordinary modeſty 
in her face and carriage, as alfo in her 
daughter, encouraged her to tell her wants 
freely, 


1 
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freely. She bluſhed, and, not without 
tears addreſſed herſelf to him. My lord, 
I owe for the rent of my houſe five crowns, 
and ſuch is my misfortune that I have 
not wherewithal to pay it. What 1 beg 
of your Eminence is, that you would pleaſe 
to interpoſe your ſacred authority, and 
protect me from the violence of a cruel 
man, until by our honeſt induſtry, we can 
procure the money for him. The Cardi- 
nal, moved with admiration at the woman's 
virtue and innocent madeſty, bid her be of 
good courage. Then he immediately 
vurote a billet, and giving it into her hands, 
Go, ſaid he, to my ſteward with this pa- 
per, and he will deliver thee five crowns 
to pay thy rent. The poor woman, over- 
Joyed, returning the Cardinal a thouſand 
thanks, went directly to thre ſteward, and 
gave him the note, which when he read, 
he told her out fifty crowns. She, aſton- 
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iſhed at the meaning of it, and fearing this 
was only the ſteward's trick to try 
hec honeſty, refuſed to take above five, 
ſaying, ſhe aſked of the Cardinal no more, 
and ſhe was ſure 1t was a miſtake. On 
the other ſide, the ſteward inſiſted on his 
maſter's order, not daring to call it in 
queſtion. But all the arguments he could 
uſe were. inſufficient to prevail on her to 
take more than five crowns ; wherefore, 
to end the controverſy, he offered to go 
back with her to the Cardinal, and refer 
it to him. When they came before that 
magnificent Prince, and he was fully in- 
formed of the buſineſs, It is true, ſaid he, 
I miſtook in writing fifty crowns, give me 
the paper and Iwill rectify it. There- 
upon he wrote again, ſaying thus to the 
woman: So much candour and virtue de- 
ſerve a recompence ; here, I haye ordered 


you 
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you five hundred crowns ; what you can 
ſpare of it, lay up as a dowry to give you; 
daughter in marriage. 


oY 
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XIX. Hiftory of Choang and Hanf. 


HOANG was the fondeſt huſband, 
and Hanſi the moſt endearing wife 
in all the kingdom of Korea: They were 
a pattern of conjugal bliſs ; the inhabit- 


ants of the country around ſaw, and-en- 
vied their felicity z wherever Choang came 
| Hank 
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Hanſi was ſure to follow ; and in all the 
pleaſtires of Hanſi, Choang was admitted 
a partner. They walked hand in hand 
wherever they appeared, ſhewing every 
mark of mutual ſatisfaction, embracing, 
kiſſing, their mouths were forever joined, 
and to ſpeak the language of anatomy, it 
was with them one perpetual anaſtomoſis. 

Their love was fo great, that it was 
thought nothing could interrupt their mu- 
tual peace; when an accident happened, 
which, in ſome meaſure diminſhed the 
huſband's aſſurance of his wife's fidelity 


for love ſo refined as his, was ſubje& to 2 


thouſand little diſquietudes. | 
Happening to go one day alone among 
the tombs that lay at ſome diſtance from 


his houſe, he there perceived a lady dreſſ- 


ed in the deepeſt mourning (being cloth- 
ed all over in white) fanning the wet clay 
that was raiſed over one of the graves, 

with 
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with a large fan which ſhe held in her 
hand. Choang, who had early been 
taught wiſdom in the ſchool of Loa, was 
unable to aſſign a cauſe for her preſent 
employment; and coming up, civilly de- 
manded the reaſon. Alas ! replied the 
lady, her eyes bathed in tears, how is it 
poſſible to ſurvive the loſs of my huſband, 
who lies buried in this grave? He was 
the beſt of men, the tendereſt of huſbands ; 
with his dying breath he bid me never 
marry again, untib the earth over his grave 
ſnould be dry; and here you ſee me ſtead- 
ily reſolving to obey his will, and endeav- 
ouring to dry it with my fan. I have em- 
ployed two whole days in fulfilling his 
»ommands, and am determined not to 
marry until they are punctually obeyed, 

even though his grave ſliould take up four 
days in drying. 
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Choang, who was ſtruck with the wid- 
ow's beauty, could not, however, avoid 
filing at her haſte to be married; but, 
concealing the cauſe of his mirth, civilly 
invited her home; “ adding, that he had a 
wite who might be capable of giving her 
fome conſolation. As ſoon as he and his 
gueſt were returned, he imparted to Hanſi 
in private what he had ſeen, and could 
not help exprefling his uneaſineſs, that 
fuch might be his own caſe, if his deareit 
wife ſhould happen one day to ſurvive tum, 


It is impoſſible to deſcribe Hanſi's re- 
ſentment at ſo unkind a ſuſpicion, As 
her paſſion for him was not only great, bu 
extremely delicate, ſhe employed tears, an- 
ger, frowne, and exclamations, to chide hi- 
ſuſpicions; the widow herſelf was in- 
veighed againſt; and Hanſi declared he 
was reſolyed never to ſleep under the ſam: 
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ſick - roof with a wretch, who, like her, could 
od be guilty of ſuch harefaced inconſtancy. 
dut, The night was cold and ſtormy ; however, 
ily the ſtranger was obliged to ſeek another 
ad a] lodging, for Choang was not diſpoſed ta 
her reſiſt, and Hanſi would have her way. 


Ianſi hour, when an old diſciple of Choang' 8, 
ould whom he had not ſeen for many years, 
thatY came to pay him a viſit. He was received 
mo with the utmoſt ceremony, placed in the 


moſt honourable feat at ſupper, and the 
s re- wine began to circulate with great free- 
An dom. Choang and Hanſi exhibited open 
t, but] marks of mutual tenderneſs, and unfeign- 
ed reconciliation : Nothing could equal 
their apparent happineſs ; ſo fond an huſ- 
band, ſo obedient a wife, few could behold 


When, lo l their happineſs was at once 
diſturbed 


The widow had ſcarce been gone an 


bd ener Er went 


without regreting their own infelicity. 1 
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diſturbed by a moſt fatal accident. Cho- 


ang fell lifeleſs in an apoplectick fit upon F 
the floor. Every method was uſed, but in 1 
vain, for his recovery. Hanſi was, at firſt, * 
inconſolable for his death: After ſome 


hours, however, ſhe found ſpirits to read 
his laſt will. The enſuing day ſhe began ag 


to moralize and talk wiſdom ; the next - the 
day ſhe was able to comfort the young diſ- : 8 
ciple ; and, on the third, to ſhorten a long Fou 
\ ſtory, they both agreed to be married. ' . 
There was now no longer mourning in yi 
the apartments; the body of Choang was en 
now thruſt into an old coffin, and placed ban 
in one of the meaneſt rooms, there to lie | ©"? 
unattended, until the time preſcribed by whic 
law for his interment. In the mean time, the ! 
Hanſi and the young diſciple were arrayed 2 
in the moſt magnificent habits; the bride carce 
ware in her noſe a jewel of an immenſ [hen 
price, Fog 


for young MASTERS and Misszs. 133 


price, and her lover was dreſſed in all the 
finery of his former maſter, together with 

a pair of artificial whiſkers which reached 
down to his toes. The hour of their nup- 
tials was arrived ; the whole family ſym- 
pathized with their approaching happineſs 
the apartments were brightened up with 
lights that diffuſed the moſt exquiſite per- 


fume, and a luſtre more bright than noon- 
day. The lady expected her youthful 


lover in an inner apartment with impa- 
tience; when his ſervant, approaching 
with terrour in his countenance, informed 
her, that his maſter was fallen into a fir, 
which would certainly be mortal, unleſs 
the heart of a man lately dead, could be 
obtained, and applied to his breaſt. She 
ſcarce waited to hear the end of his ſtory, | |} 
when tucking up her clothes, ſhe ran with 
A mattock 1 in her · hand to the coffin where 
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of her dead huſband as a cure for the liv- 
ing. She therefore ftruck the lid with the 
utmoſt violence, In a few blows the cof- 
fin flew open, when the body, which, to 
all appearance had been dead, began to 
move. Terrified at the fight, Hanſi drop- 
ped the mattock, and Choang walked out, 
aſtoniſhed at his own ſituation, his wife's 
unuſual magnificence, and her more a- 
mazing ſurprize. He went among the 
apartments, unable to conceive the cauſe 
of ſo much ſplendour. He was not long 
in ſuſpenſe, before his domeſticks inform- 
ed him of every tranſaction ſince he firſt 
became inſenſible. He could ſcarce be- 
lieve what they told him, and went in pur- 
ſuit of Hanſi herſelf, in order to receive 
more certain information, or to reproach 
her infidelity. But ſhe prevented his res 
1 | proaches 


3 


v, 


Choang lay, reſolving to apply the heart 


proaches 3 he found her 
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eltering in 
blood ; for the had ſtabbed herſelf ts the 
heart, being unable to ſurvive her ſhame 
and diſappointment. 

Choang being a philoſopher, was too 
wiſe to make any loud lamentations ; he 
thought it beſt to bear his loſs with ſeren- 
ity ; ſo, mending up the old coffin, where 
he had lain himſelf, he placed his faith» 
leſs ſpouſe in his room; and, unwilling }| 
that ſo many nuptial preparations ſhould | 


be expended in vain, he the ſame ni zht 
married the widow with the large fan. 
As they both were appriſed of the fol- 
bles of each other beforehand, they knew || 
how to excuſe them after marriage. They | 
lived together for many years in great || 
tranquillity z and not expecting * 1 
made 2 if to find contentment. 0 


XX, | 
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XX, — puniſhed : Or, the Path 
V Redtitude narrow. 


T X 7 HILE I was in France with a trav- 
Velling tutor, I received a letter, 


3 . 
20 EZ © FOE 1 — — 


Oo 


— —__—_ Fr — — 


which acquainted me that my father, who 
had been long declining, was dead, and 
that 


— — 
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that it was neceſſary I ſhould immediately 
return to England, to take poſſeſſion of 


though there were mortgages upon it to 
near half its value. 


the old gentleman had written, and direct- 
ed to me with his own hand. It con- 
tained ſome general rules for my conduct, 
and ſome animadverſions upon his own-z 
He took notice of the incumbrance under 
which he left the parental inheritance, 
which had deſcended through many gen- 


deſire that it might be tranſmitted entire 
to poſterity: With this view, he ſaid, he 


and the only daughter of his old friend, 
Sir George Homeſtead, of the north, an 
amiable young lady, whoſe alliance would 
bis 


his eſtate, which was not inconfiderable, 


When I arrived, I ſound a letter which 


erations, and, expreſſed the moſt earneſt 


had negociated a marriage between me 
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be an honour to my family, and whoſe 
fortune would much more than redeem 
my eſtate. 

He had given the Knight a faithful ac- 
count of his affairs, who after having tak- 
en ſome time to conſider of the propoſal, 
and conſult his friends, had conſented to 
the match, upon condition, that his daugh- 
ter and I ſhould be agreeable to each oth- 
er, and my behaviour ſhould confirm the finj 
character that had been given of me. My 
father added, that he hoped to have lival 
until this alliance had taken place ; but 
as Providence had otherwiſe determined, 
he intreated, as his laſt requeſt, that as 
foon as my affairs ſhould be ſettled, and 
decency would permit, I would make Sir 
George a viſit, and neglect nothing to ac« 
compliſh his purpoſe, 
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oſe I was touched with the zeal and tender - 
em Ineſs of paternal affection, which was then 

directing me to happineſs, after the heart 
ac- had ceaſed to beat, and the hand that ex- 
ak- ſprefſed it was mouldering into duſt, I 
ſal, Pad alfo ſeen the lady, not indeed ſince we 


| to ſſwere children; I remembered her perſon 


gh- was agreeable and her temper ſweet; I did 


th- INnot heſitate a moment, whether my father's 


the flinjunRion ſhould be obeyed. I proceeded 
My Ito ſettle his affairs; I took an account of 
val his debts and credit, viſited the tenants, re- 
but covered my uſual gaiety, and at the end 
of about nine months, ſet out for Sir 
George's ſeat in the north, having before 
opened an epiſtolary correſpondence, and 
preſſed my impatience to poſſeſs the hap- 
pineſs my father had fo kindly ſecured, 
I was better pleaſed to be vell - mount · 
ed than to loll in a chariot, or be jumbled 

| in 


—— com ,  — — 
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in a poſt · chaiſe; and knew that Sir George 
was an old ſportſman, a plain, hearty 
blade, who would like me better in a 
plain pair of buckſkin breeches, on the 
back of a good hunter, than in a trimmed 
ſuit and a gaudy equipage; I therefore 
ſet out on horſeback, with only one ſer- 
vant, and reached Stilton the firſt night, 


In the morning, as I was mounting, a 
gentleman, who had juſt got on horſeback 
before me, ordered his ſervant to make 
enquiries. about the road, which I hap- 
pened to overhear, and told him, with 
great familiarity, that I was going the 
ſame way, and, if he pleaſed, we would 


with as much frankneſs and as little cere- 
mony, and I ſet forward greatly delight- 
ed that chance had afforded me a compan- 
. | Fo | 


We 


travel together: To this he conſented, 


ſatior 
myſe] 
roads 


ite p 
ritic; 
eats 


; uild 
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We immediately entered into a conver- 
ſation, and I ſoon found that he as well as 
myſelf had been abroad : We extolled the 
roads and the policy of France, the cities, 

ite palaces, and the villas; entered into a 
ritical examination of the moſt celebrated 
eats in England, the peculiarities of the 
uilding and ſituation, croſs-ways, mar- 
= ket- towns, 
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in a poſt · chaiſe; and knew that Sir George 
was an old ſportſman, a plain, hearty 
blade, who would like me better in a 
plain pair of buckſkin breeches, on the 
back of a good hunter, than in a trimmed 
ſuit and a gaudy equipage 3 I therefore 
{ſet out on horſeback, with only one ſer- 
vant, and reached Stilton the firſt night, 


In the morning, as I was mounting, a 
gentleman, who had juſt got on horſeback 
before me, ordered his ſervant to make 
enquiries about the road, which I hap- 
pened to overhear, and told him, with W 
great familiarity, that I was going the fatior 
ſame way, and, if he pleaſed, we would nyſe! 
travel together : To this he conſented, roads 
with as much frankneſs and as little cere- te p: 
mony, and I ſet forward greatly delight-ritic. 
ed that chance had afforded me a compan-eats 
. | build 

15 We 
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We immediately entered into a conver- 
the Mſation, and I ſoon found that he as well as 
114 Wnyſelf had been abroad: We extolled the 
ed, Noads and the policy of France, the cities, 
re- lie palaces, and the villas; entered into a 
ht-Prritical examination of the moſt celebrated 
m-Fats in England, the peculiarities of the 

building and ſituation, croſs-ways, mar- 
eB ket- towns, 
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ket-towns, the impoſition of inn-k2epers, 
and the ſports of the field ; topicks by 
which we mutually recommended ourſelves 
to each other, as we had both opportuni- 
ties to diſcover equal knowledge, and to 
diſplay truth with ſuch evidence as pre- 
vented diverſity of opinion. 


After we had rode about two hours we 
overtook another gentleman, whom we ac- 
coſted with the ſame Barer that we 
had uſed to each other; we aſked him 
how far he was going, and which way, a 
what rate he travelled, where he put up 
and many other queſtions of the ſame kind 
The gentleman, who appeared to be ne: 
fifty, received our addreſs with great cool 
neſs, returned ſhort and indirect anſwer 
to our enquiries, and often looking wit! 
great attention on us both, ſometimes 
put forward that he might get before us 


re us 


and ſometimes checked his horſe that he 
might remain behind ; but we were re- 
folved to diſappoint him; and finding 
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that his reſerve increaſed, and he was vif- 


ibly diſpleaſed, we winked at each other, 


and determined the old Put ſhould afford 


Jus ſome ſport. After we had rode togeth- 


ex upon very ill terms for more than half an 
kour, 
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hour, my companion, with an air of cere. ente. 
monious gravity, aſked him, If he knew laſt 
any houſe upon the road where he could jane 
be accommodated with a wench. The chat 
gentleman, who was, I believe, afraid of 
giving us a pretence to quarrel, did no 
reſent this inſult any 'otherwiſe than by 
making no reply. I then began to talk tc 
my companion as if we had been old ac- 
quaintances, reminding him, that th: 
. gentleman extremely. reſembled a perſon The 
from whom we had taken a girl he waife..o.. 
carrying to a bagnio, and, indeed, that hi, hi. 
preſent reſerve made me ſuſpe& him to be 
the Came; but that, as we were willing to 
atk his pardon, we hoped it would be fas 
got, and we ſhould ſtill have the pleaſure 

of dining together at tlie next inn, 
The gentleman was ſtill ſilent ; but 
as his perplexity and reſentment viſibly in 
creaſed, he proportionably increaſed on 
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re. entertainment, which did not however, 
ew laſt long, for he fuddenly turned down a 
aldi lane, upon which we ſet up a horſe-laugh, 
hel that continued until he was out of hear- 
of ing; and then purſuing our journey we 
no talked of the adventure, which afforded 
es converſation and merriment for the reſt 

« toll of the day, 


The next morning we parted, and 1n 
the evening I arrived at Homeſtcad-Hall, 
The old knight received me with great af- 
fection, and immediately introduced me 
to his daughter, whom I now thought the 
fineſt woman I had ever ſeen, I could 
eaſily diſcover, that I was not welcome ta 
her merely upon her father's recommend- 
ation, and I enjoyed, by anticipation, the 
elicity which I conſidered as within my 
Mraſp. But the pleaſing ſcene in which I 
pad ſuffered my imaginations to wander, 


K ſuddenly 


Ou 
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hour, my companion, with an air of cere. ¶ ente 
monious gravity, aſked him, If he kneulff 146 
any houſe upon the road where he could Jane, 
be accommodated with a wench. The that 
gentleman, who was, I believe, afraid of ing; 


giving us a pretence to quarrel, did no tilke 
reſent this inſult any 'otherwiſe than byllf es cc 
making no reply. I then began to talk ta of th 
my companion as if we had been old ac- 


quaintances, reminding him, that the 
gentleman extremely reſembled a perſon The 
from whom we had taken a girl he was fectic 
carrying to a bagnio, and, indeed, that hi,» -. 
preſent reſerve made me ſuſpect him to beſſſg, 2 
the ſame ; but that, as we were willing to 
atk his pardon, we hoped it would be for 
got, and we ſhould ſtill have the pleaſure 
of dining together at the next inn. 
The gentleman was ftill filentz bat 
as his perplexity and reſentment viſibly 3 in 
creaſed, he proportionably increaſed ou 
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re · ¶ entertainment, which did not however, 
eu laſt long, for he ſuddenly turned down a 
ald jane, upon which we ſet up a horſe- laugh, 
hel that continued until he was out of hear- 

of ing; and then purſuing our journey we 
nol tilked of the adventure, which afforded 
es converſation and merriment for the reſt 
« toll of the day. 


The next morning we parted, and in 
the evening I arrived at Homeſtead-Hall. 
The old knight received me with great af- 
I fection, and immediately introduced me 
to his daughter, whom I now thought the 
fineſt woman I had ever ſeen, I could 


her merely upon her father's recommend. 
ſure ation, and I enjoyed, by anticipation, the 
elicity which I conſidered as within my 
M:raſp. But the pleaſing ſcene in which I 
q ſuffered my imaginations to wander, 


"Y K | ſuddenly 


in 


eaſily diſcover, that I was not welcome ta 
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ſuddenly diſappeared, as by the power of 
enchantment; without any viſible motive 
the behaviour of the whole family. wa 
changed, my aſſiduities to the lady were 
repreſſed, ſhe was never to be found alone 
the Knight treated me with cold civility 
I was no longer a party in their viſits, no 
was I willingly attended even by the ſer 
vants. I made many attempts to diſcove 


the cauſe of this misfortune, but without 
ſucceſs; and one morning, when I had 


drawn Sir George into the garden by him 


ſelf, and was about to urge him upon the 
ſubject, he prevented me, by ſaying, tha 
his promiſe to my father, for whom hi 


had the higheſt regard, as I well knew 
was conditional ; that he had always re 
ſolved to leave his daughter a free choice 
and that ſhe had requeſted him to ac 
quaint ins that her affections were oth 


ex 
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erwiſe engaged, and to intreat that I 
ſhould therefore diſcontinue my addreſſes, 


My ſurprize and concern at this declara- 
tion was ſuch as left me no power to reply; 
and I ſaw Sir George turn from me, and 

into the houſe, without making any at- 
tempt to ſtop him, or to obtain a further 
explanation. Afterwards, indeed, I fre- 


. quently 


„% 
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quently expoſtulated, entreated, and com- 
plained; but perceiving that all was in- 
effectual, I took my leave, and determined 


that I would ſtill ſolicit by letter; for the 


lady had taken ſuch poſſeſſion of my heart, 
that I would joyfully have married her, 
though I had been ſure that her father 
would immediately have left all his for- 
tune to a ſtranger. 

I meditated on my epiſtolary project all 
the way to London, and before I had 
been three days in town I wrote a long 
letter to Sir George, in which I conjured 
him in the ſtrongeſt terms, to account for 
the change in his behaviour; and inſiſted, 
that on this occaſion, to conceal the truth 
was in the higheſt degree diſhonourable to 
himſelf, and injurious to me, 

To this letter, after about ten days, I 
veceived the following anſwer ; 


SIR, 


ot 
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” - SIR, 
n- is with great reluctance that I reveal 
ed the motives of my conduct; becauſe 


the they are much to your diſadvantage. 

rt, The incloſed is a letter which I received 

er, from a worthy gentleman in this county, 

her and contains a full anſwer to your enqui- 

or- ries, which I had rather you ſhould receive 
in any hand than in mine. 


all I am your humble Servant, 
had GERO. HomMESTEAD.. 
ong 


red I immediately opened the paper incloſed, 

for in which, with the utmoſt impatience, I 

ted, read as follows: 

SIR, 

I SAW aperſon with your family yeſter 
day at the races, to whom, as I was 

ſoon after informed, you intend to give 

your daughter. Upon this occaſion, it is 


to EnTraTainine Hisrortes, 
my indiſpenſible duty to acquaint you, 


that if his character is to be determined by 
his company, he will inevitably entail diſ- 


eaſes and beggary upon his poſterity,what- 
ever may be the merit of his wife, or the 
affluence of his fortune. Heovertook meon 
the road from London a few weeks ago, 
in company with a wretch, who, by their 
diſcourſe, appeared to be his old and fa- 
miliar acquaintance, and whom I well re- 
member to have been brought before my 
friend Juſtice Worthy, when I was acci- 
dentally at his houſe, as the Keeper of a 
brothel in Covent-Garden. He has 
fince won a conſiderable: ſum with falſe 
dice at the maſquerade, for which he was 
obliged to leave the kingdom, and is ſtill li- 
able to a proſecution, Be aſſured that I have 
perfect knowledge of both; for ſome in- 
eidents, which are not neceſſary to men- 
tion 


ou, 


diſ-. 
hat- 


eon 
ago, 
their 
| fa. 
1 re- 

my 
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tion 
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tion, kept me near them ſo long on the 
road that itis impoſſible I ſhould be mĩſtak- 
en. , : THT 6% 

I am, Sir yours, &c. 
James T&UEMAN. 


The moment 1 had read this letter the 
riddle was ſolved, I knew Mr. True- 
man to be the gentleman whom I had con- 
curred with a ſtranger, picked up by acci- 
dent, to inſult, without provocation, on 
the road. I was in a moment covere 
with confuſion ; and though I was alone, 
could not help- hiding my face' with my 
hands. I abhorred my folly, which appear- 
ed yet more enormous every time it was re- 
viewed. n 

I courted the ſociety of a, ſtranger, and 
a ſtranger I perſecuted with inſult : Thus 
I aſſociated with infamy, and thus my aſ- 


 fociate became known, I hoped, howey- 


er, 
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er, to convince Sir George, that I had no 
knowledge of the wretch whoſe infamy 1 
had ſhared, except that which I had ag- 
quired from the letter of his friend, But 
before I had taken proper meaſures for my 
Juſtification, FT had the mortification to 
hear, that the lady was married to a neigh- 
bouring gentleman, who had long made 
his addreſſes, and whom Sir George had 
before rejected in the ardour of his friend- 
ſhip for my father. 


How narrow is the path of rectitude, 
and how much may be loſt by the ſlight- 
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BOOKS for the Infruftion am Amuſe- 
ment of C vari wwhich 2 ET 
iſe and , printed and ſold by I. 
i. OMAS 25 orceſter, Maſſachuſetts, 
near the Court- Houſe. 


HE BROTHER's GIFT ; or the 
& i naughty Girl reformed. Publiſh= 
ed for the Advantage of the riſing Ge - 
neration. | 
The SISTER's GIFT ; or the naughty 
Boy reformed. 
The FATHER's GIFT ; or the Way to 
be wile and happy. E. 
The MOTHER's GIF'T ; or a Preſent 
for all little Children who wiſh to be 
ood. att 
The FAIRING ; Or, a golden Toy for 
Children of all Sizes and Denomina- 
tions. -£ , | 
In which they may ſee all the Fun of the Fair, 
And at Home be as happy as if they were there, 
he SUGAR-PLUMB ; or Sweet A- 
muſement for Leiſure Hours: Being 
an Entertaining and inſtruftive Collce-" 
tion of Stories. Embelliſhed with cu- 
rious Cuts. ＋ 


Books Sold by I. THOMAS, 

Tom Thumb's PLAY-BOOK, 'to teach 
Children their Letters as ſoon as they 
can ſpeak. Being a new'and pleaſant 
Method to allure little Ones i in | the firſt 
Principles of Learning: 

The little PUZZLING= dap, or a ſmall 
Collection of Riddles. 

The big PUZZLING- CAP ; or 2 large 

Collection of Riddles. 

The Travels of ROBINSON CRUSOE, 
Written by himſelf, | 

HAGAR in the Deſert. Tratſlted from 

the French. 

The BEAUTY and the MONSTER. 

Hiſtory of the HOLY IE SUS. Contain- 

ing a brief and plain A count of his 
Birth, Life, Death, Peſurrection and 
Aſcenſion into Heaven ; ; and his com- 
ing again at the great and laſt Day of 

» Judgment. Being a pleaſant and pro- 
fitable Companion for Children; com- 
poſed on Purpoſe for their Uſe. 

Be MERRY and WISE; or the Cream 

of Jeſts and the Marrow of Maxims. 

The natural Hiſtory of four footed Beaſts. 

By Temmy Trip. 
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BOOKS' Sold by I. THOMAS, 
The HOLY BIBLE abridged; or, th 
Hiſtory of the Old and New Teſtament. 
Illuſtrated with Notes and adorned with 
Cuts. For the uſe of Children. fo. 
he Hiſtory of little King PIPPIN ; with 
an Account of the melancholy Death of 
four naughty Boys, who were devour- 
ed by wild Beaſts. And the wonderful 
Delivery of Maſter Harry Harmleſs, by 
a little white Horſe. 

A BAG of NUTS, ready cracked ; or in- 
ſtructive Fables, ingenious Riddles, and 
merry Conundrums. By the celebrated 
and facetious Thomas Thumb, Eſq. 
Publiſhed for the Benefit of all little 
Maſters and miſſes who love reading as 


: 


wellas playing +5165 
Nurſe TRUELOVE's new Year's Gift; 
or the Book of Books for Children. 
Adorned with Cuts: And deſigned for 
a Preſent to every little Boy who would 
become a great Mam, and ride upon 
a fine Horſe; and to every little Girl, 
who would become & great Woman, 
and ride in a Governour's gilt Coach. 
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-B0OOKS: Sold by I. 'THOMAST 
The Hiſtory of little GOODY TWO 
SHOES ; otherwiſe called Mrs. MAR 
ERA Two-SHOES— With the Mean 
by which ſhe acquired her Learning 
70 Jang Wiſdom, andin conſequence there 
of her Eſtate. 
TOM THUMB's EXHIBITION be 
ing an account of many valuable and 
- 'ſurprifing Curioſities which he has col. 
lected in the Courſe of his Travels, fo 
the Inſtruction and NO CG) of th 


American You 
Mother 2 or Son- 


nets for the Cradle. In two Parts. Part 
iſt contains the moſt celebrated Songs 
and Lullabies of the old Britiſh Nurſes, 
calculated to amuſe Children and to eu- 
cite them to Sleep. Part ad, thoſe of that 
ſweet Songſter and Nurſe of Wit 8 
Humour, Maſter William Shakef; 
Embelliſhed with Cuts, and illu — 
with Notes and Maxims, Hiſtorical, 
Philoſophical, and Critical. 
5 Little ROBIN RED BREAST; a Col- 


lection of pretty Songs; for children, 
off * tirely new. 
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